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As Millennials, we often feel invisible. 
Disregarded by older generations as lazy 
and ineffective. But we know better. We 
know that the system our parents 
established doesn't fit us and it needs to 
change. They do notsee our power. 
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AsMillennials, we ate in between worlds. 
With one foot groundedin the pre-internet 
past, and the other strong in the digital age, 
we are the ones who will change the world, 
Using technology and old knowledge, we can 
work together to bridge the gaps between 
us. The great distances that separate Yukon’ 
‘communities no longer isolate us, we can 
share stori@Sand traditions so that racism 
and fear can no longer divide us. By working 
together, wecanereatea future that works 
fopus\ALL of us. This multimedia magazine 
is the product of that kindof workyandif a 
handful of youth can bring this together in 
eight weeks then imagine what allof Us, 
working together, can do in our lifetimes. 
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arts, in love with photography and video. 
Graduated from Lodz Film School in Poland, TSENAGLOBE 
‘owns Shoot Me Sideways Productions. 
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cen joinus; this is The Change Project. 
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The Dnes-Rat 


Future Queen 


Teagyn Vallevand stands resplendent, royally garbed in her Rendezvous regalia. 
Sheis adorned ina button blanket and a headdress. The color arrangement for these 
articles consists of a bold red and black. The headdress features exquisitely-beaded 
ornaments, and the rear of her button blanket is covered in traditional First Nations 
art. It's a wardrobe fit for a Queen. This stunning fashion statement is not aregular 
one for Rendezvous Queen contenders, but it's one that has been carefully 
cultivated by Vallevand. It's one that holds a deep, personal connection for her, 
According to Teagyn, it was a process to be allowed to incorporate her traditional 
First Nations adornments into her Queen wardrobe. “Regaliais a really important 
thing to me, and! want to be able to incorporate that into my outfits," she says, 
“That discussion of me being able to wear the regalia has been alittle tricky. know 
that Rendezvous..they definitely want to support that, they just don't really know 
how to include the First Nations component. It's tough when you think about it. 


Teagyn Vallevand 


If you're stuck in your own way for so long, it's hard to 
change, it's uncomfortable, Butit's important to change 
ina positive way, it's important for Rendezvous tobe 
inclusive.” Her bid for the 2018 Rendezvous Crown isn't 
Teagyn's first positive contribution to her culture and 
community. She's been playing an active role within the 
town for years now, teaching workshops on lateral 
violence and kindness along with her business partner, 
Aurora Hardy. 


All of this is an attempt to teach the sorts of subjects that 
Teagyn herself didn't have access to when she was in 
school. "My First Nations grad ceremony was probably 
the first time | actually felt proud of myself and for my 
cultural identity," says Teagyn, “In high school, [! wasn't] 
really able tolearn about that part of my history. Having 
topics like residential school get skimmed over, and then 
just not getting that part of Yukon history..[because of 
that], | wasn't very connected, and it didn’t make me feel 
very good about myself for having a mixed background. 
“And so, after graduation, | got a job at the Kwanlin Dun 
Cultural Centre and just started researching, learning 
about all the stuff | missed in high school, and just 
educating myself. The more | read, the angrier | got inside. 


I felt ike | wanted to do something, | wanted to domore 
for my community. | just didn't know what to do, because 
I'm just akid right out of high school, don't really know 
what I'm doing with life. And then I just started 
volunteering at different community events. | would 
literally show up to anything, and then just volunteer for 
[it], The more | started getting out there, the more 
opportunities started coming my way. “Ireally want to be 
helpful in the community, and be a good role model, one! 
wish | could have had when | was in high school.” 

Teagyn's passion for both her First Nations culture and 
the community at large make her an obvious choice for a 
Rendezvous Queen contender. 
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This year she will be running under the banner of both 
Kwanlin Dun First Nation and the Shakat Journal 
According to Teagyn, her appointment to the task 
was another example of just how rewarding the 
experience of giving back to the community can be, 
got here because | supported my community. In turn, 
my community supported me,” she says, “{They] 
want to see me succeed. “With Rendezvous, | got 
asked by my community and Lance [Burton] to 
represent Kwanlin Dun. it means alot tome to be able 
torepresent my culture in this way. 


Being able to [do so] is special to me. It makes me 
want to participate, it fuels my desire to do more.” On 
the topic of doing more, Teagynis also ambitious 
when it comes to what she plans on accomplishing if 
she were to win the crown, “The first thing | would 
probably want to dois to havea discussion about 
First Nations Culture being represented as a part of 
Rendezvous. 


First Nations history is Yukon history, and that's 
Rendezvous history. It needs to be included." Perhaps 
one of Teagyn's favorite aspects of the candidate 
lifestyles having the opportunity to explain the 
Shakat Journal to those who are unaware of what it i. 
“When I'm out selling tickets, Ill say, “I'm Miss Kwanlin 
Dun/Shakat” and they'llask what that is. It piques 
their interest, it makes me proud. | think Shakat 
Journalis so cool 


Itmakes me feel good to share that with [people].” 
With her important values, remarkable personality, 
and ambitious goals, it's fair to say that those of us at 
Shakat are happy to have someone like Teagyn 
Vallevand so regally representing us. 


Yukon Apparel - 404B Ogilvie Street 
867.633.9687 www.yukonapparel.com 


vile 
APPAREL 


promotional sales company @ 


by Cassis Lindsay 


Voices Speak On The Legalization 
of Marijuana in the Yukon 


What are twenty-nine American states 

(plus the District of Columbia) and all of 
Canada about to have in common? The recent 
legalization of cannabis, of course. This 
movement has been a long time coming, but 
now that the legalization in Canada is only a 
few months away, people have alot to say. 
There are many different aspects of this 
future legislation that have the population 
either happy, concerned or annoyed. Some 
wonder if the government will even be ready 
to implement this law by its intended start 
date of July Ist, 2018. Meanwhile, in the lead up 
to Canada Day 2018, provincial and territorial 
governments all over the country seek to 
give the people the straight-up facts, while 
stressing the importance of speaking up. 
With such a big change about to happen, it is 
essential to know how the general public feels. 
This article will not only inform you about 
cannabis but it will also share the opinions of 
several people in the community. Hopefully, 
this will allow for a clearer understanding of 
the facts, but also a fresh reminder on what 
can happen if this substance is abused. 


The point of legalizing marijuanais a simple 
one. Former chief of Toronto police and 
current Liberal MP, Bill Blair, states: “You 
can't regulate something that's prohibited." 
This statement encapsulates the thought 


process that Justin Trudeau had when he 
promised to legalize marijuana during his 
campaign for Prime Minister in 2015, Similar 
to alcohol, recreational use of cannabis will 
be for those above the age of majority, and 
taxed by the government. This will allow 

for easier regulation, extra income for 

the Canadian government and projected 
decrease in criminal activity. So, instead of 
leaving marijuana distribution to illegal gangs, 
the Liberal Trudeau Government seeks to 
regulate the distribution of cannabis while 
accumulating a revenue from it. 


This brings up the debate between private 
and government suppliers. Although this 
decision will ultimately be made by each 
province and territory, most people are in 
favor of government owned dispensaries. 
This means that the government will deliver 
cannabis to their dispensaries, versus 
private sellers, where the business will grow 
their marijuana. Some think that having 
dispensaries controlled by thelr provincial/ 
territorial government will ensure cleaner, 
safer cannabis. A few provinces such as B.C, 
and Ontario will distribute them through 
already existing provincial liquor stores. It 

is important to note that privately owned 
dispensaries would be obligated to obtaina 
license to sell cannabis. Without this license, 


it would still be considered illegal. However, 
private dispensaries are operating in alegal grey 
area and may not get their products from licensed 
growers. Alternatively, buying is not the only 
option for cannabis consumers; the legislation 

will give permission for adults to grow up to four 
marijuana plants per household. Nonetheless, this 
new legislation comes with increased concerns. 


Cannabis is a drug with both negative and positive 
side effects, affecting individuals differently. 
However, similarly to other vices like alcohol or 
cigarettes, it is totally up to the person using 

to decide their limit. Like anything, overusing 
cannabis can be demotivating and cause 

health problems. It can negatively affect brain 
development in minors and cause some long- 
term effects, including memory and cognition 
problems. A high level of marijuana use can also 
cause irritability, insomnia and increase the level 
and frequency of panic attacks.Onemember = 
of the public offered their input, admitting that 
“overuse of marijuana can lead to a stagnant anda 
non-productive lifestyle." However, some say, the 
worst side effect of cannabis use is that marijuana 
frequently acts as a gateway drug for harder drug 
use and possible dependency problems in the 
future. 


On the positive side, marijuana use has greatly 
help people who need it for medical reasons. 
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there also has to\be.a surge in proper information 
regarding cannabis. Proper support structures, 
rehabilitation and information centers, need to 
j be put in place to help those who abuse this drug. 
It is important to make it clear that responsible, 
} recreational use of this drug does not come with 
much harm associated. It is the choice of the user 
| and therefore should be grouped under a category 


willonlyeasethe process _ ’ 
improve negative ‘ | 
. This drug provides 


with alcohol use, for example. However, when 
things get taken to a level where they affect other 
people, like e driving high, dangerous consequences 
come into pl play. This is another big concern for 
police forces. As of right now, most police 
not been trained in new protocols, 
{ outline of the legalization act has 


la . 
rere gse of cannabis have also 
been show! p reduce anxiety. In fact, 
recreational use of marijuana can potentially help 
improve creativity and make you feel happier. 


While around 65 % of the Canadian population 
is happy with the legalization of cannabis, some 
people have concerns. The main concern is that 
making marijuana legal will also make it more 
acceptable to minors. People are thinking about 
a possible over-exposure of marijuana to the 
underage. In fact, a Whitehorse local talked 
about their thoughts about the issue, saying “I 
am concerned about the glorification of cannabis 
and underage people having more ac to it.” 
If this drug is legal, then to young peo) might 
make it more acceptable to use it. There is no way 
to refute the evidence that minors, with their 
developing brains, do not benefit from marijuana 
use. This means that with the legalization, 


id to cannabis use, 


legislation takes place, 
cannabis wil over Canada. No matter 
individual sion i ime for cannabis to be 
accepted into soci as just another vice, 
alongside alcohol or tobacco use. This will 
potentially decrease criminal activity and bring 
an extra revenue to the Canadian government. In 
addition, the legalization of s hopefully 
make it more acceptable for issit 
frankly with youth, and not jt t 


jults 
ya to scai 
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away. Maybe making cannabis legal will make 

it less of a forbidden subject and encourage 
learning all the facts, whether they be positive 
or negative. In final words, once again it is simply 
up to the choice of a person, and there is no 
need for judgement to surround cannabis use. In 
the long run, it's all about balance and knowing 
your limits, After all, don't we just want to be 


safe and happy? 
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Yukon 
Legislative 
Assembly 
Notice of 


Twas Sitting 


Take notice that pursuant to Standing 
Order 73 of the Yukon Legislative 
Assembly, | appoint 1:00 pm., Thursday, 
March 1, 2018, as the time for such 
meeting in the Yukon Legislative Assembly 
Chamber, Whitehorse, Yukon, for the 
purpose of transacting its business as if it 
had been duly adjourned to that time. 


Dated this 12th day of January, 2018. 


The Honourable Nils Clarke 


‘Speaker 
Yukon Legislative Assembly 


Assemblée législative du Yukon 
Avis des séances 


Veuillez prendre note que, conformément 
3 Varticle 73 du Reglement de l’Assemblee 
legislative du Yukon, je désigne la journée 
du jeudi 1 mars 2018, 4 13h, dans la 
Chambre de lAssemblee legislative du 
Yukon, a Whitehorse, au Yukon, pour la 
tenue d'une reunion de la Chambre, afin 
que celle-ci poursuive ses travaux comme 
sielle avait été dament ajournee ace 
moment. 


Le 12 janvier 2018. 


Uhonorable Nils Clarke 4 
Président 
Assemblée législative du Yukon 
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by Cassi Ss Lindsoy 


The dark morning hours are reserved for athletes, 
working hard before the sun peeks over the horizon 
to whisk them away, Dave Jackson, one of Yukon's 
best cyclists, is among those athletes, One does not 
reach this level of athleticism without grit, and the 
all-or-nothing will to succeed. It seems that Dave's 
will to make his mark on the world was born with 
him. He has overcome an infinite amount of 
obstacles to become the strong competitor and 
accomplished man he is today. He lives by his hero 
Rocky Balboa’s quotes: “Every champion was once a 
contender.” 


In 1996, proud parents Sarah and Graham Jackson, 
welcomed their baby Dave into the world. He was 
quite the artist as a young kid and even created and 
sold his own original comic books, featuring the title 
‘Spaceman Spiff. He would then donate the 
proceeds to Learning Disability Association of Yukon 
and Autism Yukon, an early affirmation of what his 
mother saysis his “heart of gold”. In addition to his 
creative fiction, he drew historical art and delved into 
carpentry. 


He was also involved in school sports, but 
surprisingly, for basketball, not cycling. He acted as 
the Team Manager for the junior and senior Porter 
Creek Secondary basketball team and won Manager 
of the Year. However, school was hard for him, as he 
found it hard to deal with his anxiety, which some 
people misinterpreted as anger. It seemed that he 
just needed something to channel his anxiety into. 

In 2012, three years before he graduated, his teacher 
Trena Irving got him into cycling. He found that it was 
the perfect way to channel all his anxiety and anger 
into something positive. Cycling “taught him 
patience, and preparation, and perseverance," says 
Sarah Jackson. Those qualities became evident in his 
very first race, where he rode the whole 80km with 
his back brake on! 


The Wheel to Succeed 


He never gave up, even thought took him three 
hours to complete. He soon found that his best 
events were time trials, where he would average a 
speed of 39 kilometers per hour! What was most 
impressive, however, was that he basically fit four 
years of training into one, which catapulted him to 
the top rankings in the Yukon. 


Now that he was one of the best, Dave refined his 
training schedule and improved his diet. He does 
two days of yoga, three of strength training and 
six of cycling a week. He covers between 40 to 80 
km per session. He cleaned up his diet but has to 
consume 3000-5000 per day to maintain energy, 
which is considerably higher than the average 
person, 


For Dave, the more organized, the better, He 
prefers to know the race course ahead of time. 
since he is a creature of habit. Once, after getting 
hypothermia from arace because he was 
unprepared, Dave learned from his mistake and 
took care tonever get caught ina situation like 
that again, Another testament to how organized 
Dave's life must be is how he fits his job into his 
life. He works from ten thirty at night to sevenin 
the morning, completing close to 60 hours of work 
aweek. Now that is commitment! 


At the end of the day, Dave stands out as an 
amazing athlete. He has persevered and achieved 
nation-wide status as an athlete, facing many 
challenges throughout his journey, And he's not 
done yet! Dave's vision for the future is clear; he 
would like to make it to the Olympics one day and 
even compete in the famed Tour de France! We 
are all confident that this vision will become reality 
and we will have our very own International 
Champion Cyclist here in Yukon! 


Go, Dave! 


ob 


Meet The Chief 


by Gordon Loverin 


Chief Doris Bill of the Kwanlin Diin First Nation speaks softly 
but her commitment to creating a safer, healthier 
community at the Mcintyre subdivision in Whitehorse can 
be heard as far away as Ottawa. 


It's abright, sunny, warm day, as she sits down to grant a 
television camera interview. It's also areversal of roles for 
the second term leader who spent more than three decades 
interviewing others as anews and current affairs reporter. 
Wired for sound she adjusts her shirt after hear a 
scratching noise through my headphones. 


“| think my button might be running against it 
(microphone),” as she resets herself in front of the camera. 


Chief Bill has been described as a woman with a heart bigger 
than her five-foot four-inch frame. She wears it on her 
sleeve when she speaks about youth and people living with 
challenges like homelessness, substance abuse and safety 
for women. These are issues close to her heart. She doesn't 
just champion these causes since it makes sense to do so. 
She fights to change these issues because she has 
experienced them also. 


“When | first started on council there were alot of youth in 
our community that were hurting,” she said. “It wasn't just 
our community it was also outside of Whitehorse." 


“Iwas young once myself and! went through a great deal as 
a youth." adds Bill. 
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Meet The Chief 


She opens up about how difficult it was to be raised in 
foster care and group homes. The struggle of living 
without a mother anda father. She explains that she 
understands how young people feel who go through the 
child welfare system. 


"So, for met relate very well with young people. | speak to 
allot of them andI look for programs that are meaningful to 
youth," she said 


One of those programsis the community mural project 
that the Kwanlin Diin First Nation (KDFN) has partnered 
with the Youth of Today Society (YOTS) over. Around 
Whitehorse several buildings are now decorated with First 
Nation themed art created by and painted on by youth at 
risk in the city, Kids that were once locked away in their 
basements or stuck behind a game console have forged 
new friendships and support networks through the 
project. It's a program that causes Chief Bill to beam when 
she speaks about it. 


A, 


Yukon 


Chamber of Mines 


“Just look at them," she exclaimed! "Just look at them.” 


“They're engaged. They lovet. t's fantastic what they are 
doing and the community loves it!" 


She says the mural project has been so well received that 
they have had no trouble getting KDFN youth to become 
part of the program 


‘It's a great project and| am so proud to bea part of it,” 
adds Bill 


The Kwanlin Diin First Nation Chief switches gears and we 
begin to talk about her daughter Cheyenne, She reiterates 
her life in group homes and foster care and admits coming 
out of that system made her hard. 


‘Ihad really built a wall around myseff.| protected myself 
from getting too close to people. | was always lke that.” 


My daughter helped me bring those walls down.’ 
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The Chief said her daughter challenged her about her 
behavior pattern. Bill said that made her pause and think 
about what she was doing and how she was doing it. She 
admits that she worked hard on herself and because of 
that she will always do what's right for young people. 


Over the last few years there has been tragedy at the 
Mcintyre subdivision. Several deaths have shocked the 
First Nation to the core and Chief Bill says that, during 
times of crisis, she has sent members of her staff into the 
community to check up on several youths. She says she 
needs to make sure they are ok. 


She goes on to talk about how she has ost both her 
brothers to the streets. One passed away far from the 
Yukon and another passed away on the streets of 
Whitehorse. But she has built a connection to them both 
andit remains a fierce part of her inner strength 


“{ think for meit's probably why | have compassion for 
people who are on the street. For people who donot have 
ahome. For people who are lost. For people who are 
hurting,” 


‘As a Millennial, | want to do my part to see 
only responsible mining happen in the Yukon, 
- Daniel Little 


“Ido what | can and think, as Chief of Kwanlin Diin, |have 
abig voice and | use that voice when | can on their 
behalf," she said. “If | can move mountains for them, then 
so beit,| will move mountains for them." 


She goes on to add that working with the Mayor of 
Whitehorse, the Yukon Government, the Ta’an Kwach’an 
Council, along with numerous NGO's and those with 
lived-experience, has been gratifying to help make 
progress for homelessness. Its work, she admits, she 
could not have done alone and she's amazed at how 
much they've achieved together for the issue and the 
people living in it. 


Doris Bill came to the role of Chief witha plan to make her 
community safe and healthy. It's along road ahead but 
she's helped create a community safety officer program, 
built an anonymous tip line, and engaged youth programs 
to provide hope. She's caught the attention of the federal 
government in Ottawa and she's not ready to stop yet. 

\ 


‘tm very happy with the way things are ging right now. 
I think the result speak for themselves.” 


Education Poster 


by Slyler Isaac 
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“Rhoda asked me tohelp her out withher project,” affirms 
Burton, “I've been working with the youth center for along 
time, and I've been doing graphics for about thirty yearsnow.| 
think she liked some of the stuff that I've done in the past, so 
she asked me to help fulfill her obligation to Education." 

But, according to Burton, his design contribution to the final 
product was surprisingly small. | came up with the circle 
concept, and that's about it," he says. 

Most of the hard work was done by the Yukon youth who 
were recruited for the project. "Getting the youthinvolved 
was a combination of both of our desires. So, we took youth 
from the mural project and switched them out to do the 
poster project, as well.” 

AliKhoda and Ben Gribben are local artists whose work can be 
seen all over town as part of this summer's mural project, 
served as a mentors to the younger artists while they worked 
onthe poster. 


“T helped the kids with drawing and even dida couple of 
drawings myself. Coloring...that was pretty muchmy role,” Ali 
said. "Sometimes, when [the kids] areinstructed to draw 
something specific, they would choke, So you've got tohelp 
them get that spark, you've got to help inspire them.” 
According to apress release provided by the Yukon 
Government, “The outer circle [of the poster] represents a 
clock, with Kindergarten to Grade 12 replacing thehours, The 
second most outer circle highlights the six core competencies, 
that are a strong focus of the new curriculum. 
These competencies are: creative thinking, critical thinking, 
communication, positive, personal and cultural identity, 
personal awareness, personal responsibility, and social 
responsibility. 
The next circle visually depicts in sketches, the learning and 
skills necessary for Yukon students to be successful in their 
scholastic endeavours: These include deeper learninghonour, 
| strength, digital literacy, skills for the future, problem solving, 
and jand-based learning, among others, = 


= environment, | coul 


Finally, the words and images in the innermost circle 
represent the Department of Education's commitment to 
working with Yukon First Nations to begin the integration 
of language and culture into the school system. The 
imagesalso show that “Yukon First Nations’ values can be 
passed on to students [for them] to live and learn.” 


This project coincides with a three-day conference, which 
occurred in Whitehorse from October 17th-19th. The 
event was a gathering of Yukon teachers who met to 
discuss what new changes would be made to the 
curriculum. 


This included educators who supported including classes 
about Canadian residential schools inin the curriculum, so 
students could better understand the history and 
devastating impact they had on First Nations peoples. 
Speaking to why this remains such an important issue in 
Yukon education, was an Elder's panel, where a handful of 
residential school survivors shared their experiences. 

“| went to the Whitehorse Baptist Mission School when! 
was five years old, amonth after my father passed away,” 
begins Adeline Webber, “There were many good people 
who worked at that school, but the man who took over as 
principal was a tyrant, and [he] made life difficult for us. It 
was like we had no contral; everything wasin his control. 
“While there, we were discouraged from using any of our 
traditional First Nations languages. To this day, | still don’t 
know my language; very little of it, atleast. 


“There was sexual abuse in these residential schools," she 
continues, “which means we were always on guard. This 
made it difficult when | went to public school. Youcan't 
sleep at night; you can't go to school. So | had to drop out.” 


Andy Nieman's story is no less harrowing: 

“lattended Lower Post Indian Residential School.| went 
through sexual, physical and emotional abuse. The things 
school did to me as a child disconnected me frommy 
family and my friends back home. But, it also connected 
me to other people. 


“It separated me from who | really was, |remember 
coming back when !was fourteen years old,| hadbeen 
there for three years. | remember seeing my friends 
[again], but | felt disconnected because | didn't know how 
toreally be myself. [In school] | was always told how to 
behave and what to do. And to come out of that 

xplain how | felt, 


When you know what you want 
todo-and wantto pursue it 
further-ve can connect you to 
‘opportunities to train with 
professionals, begin to mastera 
trade, and then compete at 


Olympic-style competitions 
totest your skill-at 
territorial, national, and 
WORLD level 

David Lister~a young 
Yukoner learning Mechanical 


never know where trades and 
technology can take youl 


So, | turned to alcohol, and the alcohol took that feeling 
away instantly... until the next day.| did not want to face 
the truth of what happened to me, of who | truly was, 
[Because] at that school | felt ashamed. |felt abandoned. | 
felt dirty. “We become institutionalized in our minds. [After 
residential school], the place | felt the most at home was in 
jail. | was comfortable there, |knew my place." And this 
pain and traumaisn't just limited only to the generations 
forced into these institutions at a young age. That pain has 
been handed down throughout decades, and still affects 
the education system to this day. 


Many survivors turnedto drugs and alcohol in order to dull 
the pain and make the memories fade, Inmany cases, 
these habits were in turn picked up by their children, and 
then their grandchildren, Even today, First Nations youth 
fall victim to the trappings of drugs and alcohol at 
shockingly young ages, So much so that it severely 
interrupts their educations. According to a study published 
by the Yukon Government, the 2015/2016 school year 
saw just 62% of First Nations youth graduate from high 
school, Far too many drop out on account of substance 
abuse issues, young parenthood and plain old laziness. 


And that's why residential schools were so disparaging to 
First Nations’ self-identity. Through excruciating manual 
labour, harsh punishments and all other forms of horrific 
abuse, these institutions stripped away every aspect of 
their attendant's cultural andhistorical identity, forcing 
them to conformto their captor's way of living. 

This is what the new curriculum aims to amend. Withso 
many courses rooted in traditional medicine and 
storytelling, it's safe to say that the new curriculum is 
seeking to restore some traditional cultural knowledge to 
new generations of First Nations youth in order for them 
toregain knowledge that residential schools have stripped 
away from past generations. 


Recovering the heritage of First Nations youthisn't the 
only reason behind this change. Deputy Minister Morgan 
and the Department of Education expect that teaching 
traditional skills in schools will provide valuable life lessons 
to all students, regardless of ethnic background, 
No matter which way you look at it, the incoming changes, 
with the implementation of more hands-on learning, 
encouragement and support, are sure tobe a vast 
improvements over what came before. After all, if just a 
jingle poster canbe so inspiring, just imagine what an 
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All ity Band 


by Alexander Gotensby 


Every Tuesday after | get off work, | go home, eat 
dinner, and grab grab my case. In this caseis a series of 
hollow cylinders with metal buttons and switches, Each 
tube is punctured with holes. 


With case in hand | go to the high school band, where 
several musicians are waiting to play. | sit downinmy 
spot, open up my case and put together the tubes with 
holes, which now form a darinet. | sit patiently and wait 
until everybody is ready for themusic to start. 


Thisis the life of a member of the All City Band Society; 
awonderful collection of musicians of all ages. Several 
groups under the All City Band Banner get together 
every week and practice their pieces, preparing to 
perform. | recently got the opportunity to interview the 
two Band directors: Keith Todd, and Tristan Fox, and 
asked them to explain what the All City bandis. 


“We're a society of musicians.” Explains Mr. Fox. "We 
rehearse several different groups based off of ability 
levels and interest and different varieties and styles of 
music. Weperform for the community, ... and basically 
We just spread the love of music." 


“The depth of ages is amazing” Adds Mr. Todd", “We 
have people init as young as 13, all the way up to77,so 
it's arealnice cross-section of people in age, but [also] 
of different backgrounds and cultures. It's actually a 
very cool organisation to be a part of.” 


Being inthe All City Senior Band, |canunderstand what 
they're talking about, Being part of sucha diverse group 
of people who allloye music is really agreat feeling. 


“We're both the co=directors" Explained Mr. Todd. They 
play theleadership role for the society, taking on 
responsibilities Such as; leading the bandSyartistic 
direction, choosingithe music, choosing the lacation of 
the trip. All of this, and conducting the Senior band 
which usually has 60 - 70 people, Junior band with about 
40 -50, 60 grade 8kids, and the Jazz band which has 
about 15 people. "We keep things light, we keep things 
with a direction, we keep things, just, movin” explained 
Mr. Fox, 


It's very clear that they're passionate about what they do. 
They put alot of hard work into every part of the 
organisation. | can only imagine how many hours they put 
into doing what they do, organising and conducting so 
many bands, 


The All City band Society performs in many places annually, 
They perform at the elementary schools around 
Whitehorse, the Rotary Music Festival, and in their own 
Christmas concerts. They also travelevery year, going 
places like Whistler, Banff, Langley, and places abit closer 
such as Old Crow. "We do lots of concerts. It's definitely a 
performance oriented program.” - Mr. Todd 


Some of my favourite pieces that the All City Band have 
performed are the pop culture pieces, like The Star Wars 
Medley, Led Zeppelin, but they have performed other 
beautiful pieces like Robert Buckley's Arctic Fire, 


Iremember The Led Zeppelin Medley was synced up to the 
Rendezvous Fireworks afew years back. People came in 
and set up mics to record the band, and then when the 


fireworks were set up to detonate on beat to the music 
which was broadcasted over radio, 


“Every now and then you see these musicians that just 
make it look effortless.” Said Mr. Fox, when asked what 
inspires him. “We know that that's aresult of thousands of 
hours of practice, But, just to be ableto see somebody 
emote by taking little dots on a page and turnit into 
feelings through soundwaves. That inspires me all the 
time." 


“Ithink for me, every time musicis re-created or 
performed, it's always aunique moment in time.” adds Mr. 
Todd "Even if you're performing the samepiece, it’s always 
going to have a different context, a different mood, a 
different feeling. Younever know what you're going to end 
up With, but usually, each moment is unique and 
meaningful." ~. 


To cap off the interview, |asked them if they had anything 
to say to young aspiring musidans who might be trying to 
make itin music. What they saidis truly inspiring. 
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Establishedin the year 2000, 
the Blue Feather Music Festival is a familiar 
event to Yukoners. For 17 years the 
festival has been wrangling many talented 
and well-known blues and rock performers 
up to the Territory. 


The festival is always heavily attended, and locals begin 
tobrim with excitement weeks beforehand. You can 
hear the murmurs of which bands are coming and 
who's going to be at the event this year at almost 
every street corner and grocery store lineup. 


The sad story behind the festival's inception is also 
fairly well-known; Jolie Angelina McNabb was a First 
Nations woman who tragically committed suicide. 
Upon her burial, Elders of the Kwanlin Diin First Nation 
bestowed upon her the name Blue Feather Eagle 
Woman, From there her widowed husband Gary Bailie 
created the Blue Feather Music Festival in her honour. 


But that's the story of why the festival exists. 

Itis with heads full of professional curiosity that the 
Shakat team decided to put together a story about 
how the festival comes to be each and every year. 
What followsis an insider's perspective on whatit 
takes to bring together an entire festival. 


~ BlueFeather M 
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Every year, the Blue Feather Music festival is pulled 
together entirely by volunteers, some of whom 
have been involvedin the process for all seventeen 
years of the event's existence, ever since they 
were mere youth, 


The festival takes place at the Yukon Arts Centre 
every year on the first weekend of November. 

The lobby isempty when we arrive, save for a 
handful of Arts Centre security guards with nothing 
to guard. We make our way past the ticket booth, 
past the bar, and eventually backstage. From here 
we get anice view of the stage proper. The drumkit 
is all set up, just waiting for someone to occupy the 
seat behindit and bring it to life. Rows of guitars are 
lined up in the dark. Multi-colored lights attempt to 
shine through a synthetic fog that has filled the 
stage, obscuring the equipment in a dramatic haze. 
Inless than an hour, magic will be made. 


Thereare a surprisingly small amount of people 
around, despite the fast-approaching start time. 
But it isn't long before we encounter and flag down 
a tall manina volunteer shirt and ask him afew 
questions about his experience. 


"I've been the Stage Manager for four years," says 
John MacDougall, an older gentlemen with a brown 
beard that shifts to white as it cascades down his 
chin, “But I've been involved in other aspects of the 
festival for eight years. 


“My role really starts a couple weeks before the 
show. Each of the outside bands always sendin 
information for how many performers, 
microphones, and drume they have], stuff like that. 
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usic Festival 


by Skyler lsaac 


So| get that information, look at it and see if we 
have the equipment that'll match what their 
needs are.” 

After a few minutes of conversation, John's son 
Solon came over and spent time talking about his 
contributions to the festival. 

“My dad brought me along whenhe came to do 
tech for Blue Feather about eight years ago," he 
begins, “and I've come back every year since. So 
I've kind of grown up doing this [tech work]. 
“[My job] entails doing sound checks for all the 
bands, and setting up their equipment. Also 
moving stuff around and tearing downafter [the 
festival]. 


“When | first started, it was mostly just local 
bands playing. But over the years, Gary's been 
able to get some bigger bands from farther out. 
It's just gotten bigger and bigger.” 

The next pair to speak upis Gordand Claire 
Campbell, a father/daughter duo who have a 
history with the festival's creator. “I work with 
Gary upat Kwanlin Diin," says Gord, "so this ismy 
fourth or fifth year, and my second year helping 
out backstage.” 


“[!m] volunteering,” continues Claire, “moving 
things around backstage. This is my first year 
doing it.” 

Claire and Gord are part of the team responsible 
for moving equipment around between sets, thus 
preparing the stage for the next band on the 
playbill. Thankfully, there doesn't seemto be 
much of a time commitment required for the pair. 
“We just got here at, like, six-thirty," Claire 
chuckles (The music starts at 7 PM). 
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“itreally feels likea privilege to be here, We also come because we believe in 
what [Gary] is building here.” 


Gord explains a bit more of the appeal of volunteering: 
“We [both] have backgrounds in music," he says, 
indicating his daughter at his side, “we like to play music, 
Soit's anice extension to come up here and help. 
Having the opportunity to see theinner workings of a 
larger festival could certainly prove beneficial for any 
musician, whether they're up and coming, or already 
established. 
One such musician is Driftwood Holly, who decidedto 
become involved behind the curtain after witnessing it 
last year. "This ismy first time volunteering,” he says, "I 
Saw the whole show last year, andit was quite 
remarkable. The energy of the festival was..Very.uit [got 
to my] heart, youknow?" 
But admiration for the festival andall it stands for isn't 
the only thing that drew him here: “Volunteering is 
always.a very good way to [learn] something, I'm good 
at performing, but the tech side is kind of my weak point. 
So toseehowit's built up...gives me alot of information 
for my show later. What | can do better and what! 
should not do." 
After parting ways with Holly, we make our way 
Upstairs to the sound booth. Onceinside, we are greeted 
by several dauntingly complex-looking soundboards. It 
isnestled among these pieces of equipment where we 
finda young Lighting Assistant by the name of Jenelle 
Cousins, 
"When an act comes on," she says, explaining her 
fesponsibilities, "| have to turn down the lights and make 
the stage look atleast alittle appealing [and] making 
sure the lighting goes smoothly. Yeah, just making sure 
the stage looks lovely. 
"| gotinvolved with the festival when | was about eight 
Years old,” she continues, "| met Gary and he askedme 
to. come hang out and flip some switches for him. | 
Started out with Gary going, "Switch this switch. Okay, 
NOW switch this one.” Gradually | just got around to 
doinglt by myself. So for the last couple of years, it's just 
been me solely doing it.” 
Located in the same room isa bearded man witha 
serious look onhis face, Thisis Carl Schmidt, whoisin 
charge of Front Of House Audio, and helooks like he 
knows a thing or two about the backstage business, It’s 
no surprise, then, when he begins regaling us with his 
experiences with touring. 
"My history in this field...I've been doing it for alot of 
yfars,” he says with a self-deprecating chuckle, “I don't 
(now if | want tosay how long, but most of my adult life 
ye been involved with all sorts of things, such as 
Guring with Las Vegas show bands, doing. 


Carl's role seems to require alot more preparation 
time than some of the other volunteer positions. "The 
work that goes into this festival starts probably a 
couple of months before we even get to the venue, 
with Gary starting to choose artists. Sometimes he 
asks me if there’s someone who's up and coming that | 
think might fit in with the festival. | usually get here 
two or three days before the festival and thenit’s a 
matter of setting up andmiking the stage and doing 
sound checks for the bands before the show even 
starts. 

Allsorts of volunteers, from all walks of life, put in alot 
of effort in order to bring the musical vision of Gary 
Bailie to life each and every year. And all that hard 
work is far from unappreciated. Once the final note has 
been played, and once the final piece of equipment has 
been packed away, Gary himself buys the beer and 
gathers as many of the festival's participants as he 
can, including some of the performers, for quite the 
after party. This is Gary's way of showing his 
appreciation for all the time and sweat that the 
volunteers have put into the event. 

But it's not just Bailie who acknowledges the work and 
passion that makes its way into the festival. Even the 
bands, most of whom have never previously attended 
Blue Feather, can tell thatit’s something special, 

The members of Philip Sayce's band are polite, downto 
Earth, and humbleas can be} quite different from the 
hard-hitting and emotionally-driven blues-rock in 
which the band specializes. They seem genuinely 
happy to be here, 
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Dusty Watson, drummer for the group, had this to et 
about the festival: "[We admire] the fellowship of it all, oe 
andthe volunteers, For some of them, this was their 
seventeenth year [of working on Blue Feather]. It's so 
great, Gary and these volunteers coming together ae 
creating this event that can bring the whole 
community together [to] just celebrate life, you know? 
It was really beautiful, It's a great experience.” 

Butnot all of the performers were first-timers. The 
festival has lured the members of Digging Roots back 
to the Yukon four times over the years. "We love 
coming here because it’s abeautiful place,” states 
ShoShona Kish, the group's lead 

vocalist, ‘It really feels ikea privilege tobehere.We | 
also come because we believe in what [Gary] is 
building here." 

Andreally, the same can be said of Yukonersin 
general. We do believe in the Blue Feather festival. 
Proof of this can be found in the form of another small 
anecdote from Dusty Watson: 

“We were wandering around downtown, and we met a 
man who was wearing his 2003 Blue Feather shirt. He 
toldus about how proud he is tohave been able to 
watch it grow [through the years].” 

So, that's what it takes to bring together anentire 
music festival, A couple dozen hard-working. 
volunteers who are passionate about what they're 
doing, months of planning and booking musical acts, 
andof course, the promise of free beer. 

The Blue Feather Music Festival is something unique; A 
gathering of passion and hope created fromthe ashes 
of despair, an event arranged and put together 
entirely by a group of volunteers, and one of the best 
musical experiences that the Yukon has to offer. 


Spiderman vs Spiderman 


by River Gotensby 


Back in 1962, a legend was born. A young man was 
bitten by a spider in a lab, and his life was flipped, 
turned upside-down, Peter Parker, a 15-year old kid 
gained the power to climb walls, and the proportional 
strength of a spider, and most importantly the power 
to blow our freaking minds with how awesome he is. 
Now, obviously this didn’t happen in real life (except 
for the blowing of said minds); Spider-man is the 
creation of writer Stan Lee and artist Jack Kirby. He's a 
fictional comic book hero from the golden age of 
comic books, 


Over the years, Spidey has changed quite a bit, but still 
maintained a pretty steady status as one of Marvel's 
flagship characters, and one of the first Marvel 
characters to appear in a big-budget film adaptation. 
Since the early 2000's 3 different film actors have 
played the character on the big screen. We decided to 
have an office viewing of some of the best Spider-Man 
films, to see which web-slinger people like most, 
because as we all know, whenever more than one 
person plays a character, there is always a debate on 
who portrayed the role best, Knowing this, | took it 
upon myself to figure out who truly is the best 
Spider-Man (based on their portrayal of the character 
and their movies overall), 
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| grew up with Spider-man, so this debate is pretty 
personal to me. | was obsessed. | used to get up at 
6:30 in the morning to watch the 1960's cartoon 
because it aired on the family channel. | spent hours 
every week playing the Spider-man 2 video game, 
swinging my way through new-york. Most relevantly 
to this topic, | have been to every Spider-man movie 
in theatres since Spider-man 3! Now that I've tried to 
validate my knowledge a little let’s get into the 
debate. 


If you're new to this, here's how it works: I'll give my 
opinion on each actor's portrayal of the character 
(and points on their movies in general), mixed in 
with a community view to make it fair. Then in the 
end, count up the votes on who likes what 
Spider-man. 


As |mentioned before, there are 3 actors for 
Spider-Man, the first of which is Tobey Maguire. | 
have to say, | do have a little bit of bias towards 
Maguire's version of Spidey, just because I grew up 
with those movies. He captured the character of 
Peter Parker very well, as sort-of a geeky outcast to 
his peers, and a bit reclusive. He played Spider-Man 
in 3 movies, (two of which were good). 


Spidey vs Spidey 
Tobey Maguire 


As | mentioned before, there are 3 actors for Spider-Man, 
the first of which is Tobey Maguire. | have to say, | do 
havea little bit of bias towards Maguire's version of 
Spidey, just because | grew up with those movies. He 
captured the character of Peter Parker very well, as sort-of 
a geeky outcast to his peers, and a bit reclusive. He 
played Spider-Man in 3 movies, (two of which were 
good). 


Needless to say, please make sure you have seenall of the Spider-ma 
movies before reading this if you care at all about spoilers. 


Andrew Cartel! (ie 


Next up is Andrew Garfield, They really changed it up 
with 'The Amazing Spider-Man”. In this duo of 
movies Spider-Man isn’t really the geeky teen we've 
grown to know, but a smart hipster skater guy who 
gets bullied occasionally. These movies adopted 
Kind-of a darkertone as well. 


He was good in the costume, and his costume was 
| good, He played the classic traits of Spider-Man well, 
One of the most important elements to Spider-man’s what with the joking and such. 
character is his trouble with balancing his personal and 
love-life, with super-hero work. He can never have a i | Emma stone rocks the role of Gwen Stacy, Peter's 
normal life, because he has a responsibility to help those love interest. 
in need, Tobey Maguire captures this almost perfectly, 
especially in the second film. | While he may have played well with the costume on, 
his portrayal of Peter Parker was off. He was 
aggressive, depressive, and all-arounda 
disappointing version (only my opinion, | know there 
are tonnes of Amazing Spider-Man fans) 


Peter's love interest, Mary-Jane, is played by Kirsten 
Dunst. Every one of their interactions is like an awkward 
staring contest with words here and there. 


Acomment that | heard frequently while we were Curt Connors (the Lizard) is a great villain. | was very 

watching Spider-man 2 is that these movies are literally WB excited about his inclusion in the movie. He is one of 

just Peter Parker staring at his friends, | do hear this a lot Spidey’s first villains; a wonderful inclusion for the 

about Tobey Maguire's Spider-Man, and | have ignored it big screenand Rhys Ifans rocked the roll. 

up to this point, but | have to admit that it is a bit 

ridiculous. Having watched the Amazing Spider-Man 2again __ 

I recently, | have to say it was a bit hard to follow. They 

tried to juggle too many different plot points (such 
as Peter and Gwen's relationship, and Peter's 
parents). It seems like each point comes out of 
nowhere at random moments throughout the 
movie. It’s really hard to connect with the character 
when the movies are so all over the place. 


Another thing to note, is that the Spider-Man costume in 
this movie is amazing, It looks reminiscent of the comic 
books, and stays consistent across all three films. 


One obvious letdown of this rendition of Spider-Man is 
the third movie with Venom. Tobey Maguire's acting in 
that movie was less than spectacular. | watched the 
movie in theatres, and liked it as a kid, but growing up One thing that was good about Garfield's movies 
I’ve started to skip it every time! feel like going on a a though, is that his costume in number 2 was on 
Spider-Man binge. The Venom symbiote’is supposed to point! It looked pretty much exactly like it should 
make him stronger and fuel his anger, not make him an have. It was almost like they pulled it straight from 
emo street dancer. the comics. 


| have heard some criticisms on his age compared to the My personal opinionsaside, a lot of people loved 
aracters age, and | feel like it is only fair to mention HBB those two movies, | think people like the love story 
jat, but | don’t really see the issue there. He looks between Peter and Gwen Stacey, The way they went A d 
enough like a college student to pass as a good . {about it was interesting. 
eb-slinger, but again; it was only fair to mention that. ss 
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Last but not least, | would like to introduce Tom Holland to the race. Tom is the newest Spider-man, having played 
the character in 2016's Captain America: Civil War, and 2017's Spider-man Homecoming. 


Holland plays a younger spider-man, 15 years old to be exact, which is accurate to the original age of when peter 
became Spider-man. 


| He nailed both sides of the character: Spider-Man and Peter Parker, which can’t necessarily be said about the other 
two actors. Homecoming really tackled the classic Peter Parker struggle of getting his personal life tangled with his 
super-hero life, and not being able to really “have a life”. 


B His movie ties into the Marvel universe as a whole. This may not relevant to his acting, but it’s cool to have a 
Spider-Man who can hang out with Iron man and Captain America. 


a One of the things that sucks about Holland’s movie though is that a bunch of the supporting characters were 
changed. | don’t think it was necessary. 


J Spider-man Home-coming deals with the whole “With great power comes great responsibily” ina whole new 


way. Instead of having Uncle Ben deliver this information. Peter gets to learn all of this on his own, with some 
assistance from Tony Sterk. 


Pl Spider-Man's suit was filled with Stark tech. | don't personally have a problem with it, but a lot of people wanted 
Spidey to stay away from tech-based super-suits. | guess people mostly have a problem with it because he didn’t 
even create the suit himself, which is how it usually is. 


Igy | beard the point that Tony Stark basically replaces Uncle Ben as the fatherfigure role, | didn’t really get that out of 
the movie when | watched it, but whatever | guess. People take out different things from movies, 


After watching all of the movies with the Shakat Team, and taking in acommunity vote from social 
media, we have our result! Overall the votes added up came to: 


Tom Holland: 43.4% 
Andrew Garfield: 9.4% 
Tobey Maguire: 41.5% 
Deadpool: 5.7% (| threw him into the vote for fun) 


It seems as though Tom Holland has won! Spider-Man: Homecoming, is still fresh in our minds, so it only 
makes sense that he would win people over, Not only is his character the right age, but he plays both sides 
of Peter and Spider-Man perfectly. It is a good thing that people like him, because he is our Spider-Man for 
the foreseeable future, | have to say though, Tobey Maguire was a really close second Which makes me 
very happy. S 


But there-you have, it Tom Holland is Yukon's pick for the best Spider-man actor! 
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The Pangs of Nostalgia 


by Cassis Lindsoy 


Nowadays, humans are mostly sedentary people. We 
havehouses and workplaces, staying in one region for 
months or years at atime, as opposed to the old ways of 
following nature's patterns in search of food and 
resources, In North America, one of the only notable 
human migrationsis that of the university student. Every 
year after high school is finished, thousands of recently 
graduated teenagers leave their homes and travel across 
the country to start anew portion of their lives. Thisis a 
fairly normal part of life, and so are the intense emotions 
that accompany this change. The separation fromthe 
everyday routine you have gotten used to creates anew 
perspective. Soon, the realization dawns upon these 
teens that there will be no going back. Itis this moment 
that begins the transition into adulthood, where they can 
never revert toa more carefree time. 


As | border upon this stage in my life, | am constantly filled 
withnostalgia at every turn. This feeing takes over my 
body completely, making me a vessel of deep longing for 
a time | know will soon be gone. It seems sometimes, that 
the older we get, the more intense some emotions 
become. As a child, we experience absolute joy over the 
simplest things. But as we age, happiness dulls, and 
melancholy and grief get stronger. Nonetheless, it can be 
difficult to verbally express the way we feel. So, inmy 
case, instead of attempting to explain my perspective on 
leaving my childhood city behind, | wil merely give an 
account of the memories | have here along with 
philosophical mutterings. Perhaps these pigments will 
paint memories in your own minds, causing you to think 
back. Remembering the youth that you left behind can 
restore an appreciation for the naive, innocent actions of a 
child, and at the same time, make you ponder the curious 
existence of humans, Being carefreeis something that is 
grossly underestimated amongst the adult population. 
After all, though we must grow up, not all of us should 
forget to grow wisely. 


Imagine a cabin on the borders of the city. Balmy Yukon. 
summers would visit us there, bringing thesun and the 
musky smell of wildflowers. My Mum would takeus for 
treasure hunts inthe backtrails of our property. Clear 
marbles and glass hearts would be hidden at the bases of 
plants, Each step was an adventure for four-year old me. 
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The feeling of excitement is almost incomparable to anything | 
have ever experienced to date. The danger of the dark woods 
slipped right past my oblivious search for treasures. Snatches 
of memories are all/ remember from those summers. 

For aslong as | canremember, we havedrivenout toLake 
Laberge, the ancestral home of my Grandma Virginia Slim. 


The drive out there, on the highway, seems timeless. The sun 
barely shifts over the sloping mountains, leaving shadows and 
shapes. The gentle movement of our truck does not hinder my 
gazing eyes from staring out the window. My breath clouds the 
‘window, | follow the scenery and|haveseen it so many times 
before, | know exactly where we are. It is calming to relax and 
gaze out at the wilderness that has remained so permanent 
over the years. 


Once, my Dad took us up to Cousins airstrip. It was 
mid-November and absolutely freezing cold. But thestars 
were out, and the sky was a canvas of beauty, We laid on our 
backs and stared up. For the longest time, no one said a word. 
My mind wandered, in aweat the spectacle above me. |had 
never seen the stars this clearly before. Without thelights of 
the city polluting the sky, realized just how many stars there 
were. Laying under the constellations made me feel so small. 
but not ina bad way, In fact, it made me feel slightly sad. My 
brain had kind of understood thatin this big universe, nothing 
we do will ever really matter on the large scale, So instead, we 
must treat lifelike a free chance, 


This is where most people would inject quotes like 'YOLO” 
(You Only Live Once) or "Live your life to the fullest". But 
honestly, those quotes tend to push people towards things 
they'drather not do, In general, most people have an image of 
what the ideal version of ‘living your lifeto the fullest! means, 
Usually, this includes island skipping while eating exotic foods 
and skydiving over South America, But what they don't 
understands that conforming to this persona of skydiving and 
extreme sports does nothing for you, if you truly wish for 
something else. So, | will reseat amessage that has been told 
for years and years: Don't be afraid to be different. If your heart 
longs for quiet hideaways on secluded beaches or even just 
being with the people you love, don't change your lifeto be 
someone else. You havea free try at life, Don't wasteit bynot 
feeling the love and powerful emotions you should, 


You have afree try at life. Don’t waste it by 


Iremember the first time truly understood that the universe has no end. It 
honestly blew my mind to think about something solimitless. In our world, 
there are boundaries to everything we do. The only things | can think of that 
are not finite, are emotions and time, Of course, for our human bodies, time 
does have a finite definition for us because eventually time runs out. 
However, the fact that our emotions are unquantifiable, just like the universe, 
only makes me surer that the feelings of nostalgia! get, cannot be compared 
to anything material, For example, the joy | get when eating my favorite food 
or playing in the ocean, is nothing compared to the amazing feeling | get when 
{look around my dinner table, surrounded by my family. The moments | will 
miss the most while am away at school are the ones withmy family. 


Inthe end, although we make attachments tomoments and objects and 
people, they will all be lost as we pass. And truthfully, that is one of 
humankind's biggest fears: We seek tobe remembered forever, butin the 
ravages of time, there is no way for us to survive. As| sit inmy kitchen and 
look around me, thesun shining bright, | see memories of past events. Ifind 
such joy in some of those moments that | write them down, so that l may 
Temember themin the future, But, in the purpose of spreading the joy of my 
most treasured events, | wish that those memories wouldbe available tomy 
‘own children and their children as well, so type them in a document and put it 
‘ona USB stick. This gives me thesemblance of security; it is certain that this 
data will eventually be lost. Thereis not a single object made by man that will 
last forever. And therefore, given a century or two, my legacy andmy 
memories, will also be forgotten. Eventually, all the remnants of our 
civilization will be nothing at all. 


if you think carefully, you will understand that the feelings you get when you, 
for example, leave your childhood home for the first time are merely the 
reactions of yourself, longing for the permanence of the beginnings of your 
life, Because when you area child, your home seems to be forever, andit is 
usually not until the very last year of high school that you begin to see how 
temporary the things around you are. Although it may seem bleak, the 
uncertainty of our lives only cements this one thought: We must treasure 
‘our emotions and memories as long as we live. We have nothing more than 
‘ourselves and theres nothing more we can do, For me, nostalgic thoughts 
bring me back to aprecious time. 


Those memories | have will never be told as stories or represented in movies 
because nothing can ever express the true depth of my own imagination: 
Trying to explain the depth of my emotions when think to the past is like 
trying to imagine the expanse of the uriverse: impossible. Thereare some 
things that cannot be explained, and maybe itis better that way. For if we 
could quantify our emotions, | fear that we wouldlose connection to the 
peoplearound us. Our time on the earth can be short or long, butour tiny 
speck of existence can bleed rivers of influence. No matter how small we are 
compared to the universe, we can still shine the brightest, like a single lame 
in the dark, for there is no comparison to the power and intricacy of the 
humanemotion, 
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She learned mostly through school [tilt did] spend some 

time doing it at home". She explained to me thatschool- 

more or less "accentuated" what she already knew how 

todo. Her art is phenomenal, from her Pale depicting 
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Carved Panel, t's really extraordi 


Itis difficult to explain just how amazing her pieces are. | 
guess it's just one of those things that youjust have to 
see for yourself, though she had a few interesting things 
to say about her artistic process, When | asked her how 
she goes about making her art, she explained that ina 
way, her art ina way creates itself through her: 


“Sometimes you start something and it ends up totally 


different from what you thought it was going to be. | 
usually like to start out with just the idea of what | want 
todo withit...|have anintention to makeit something, 
but by the end oft, it becomes its own." She also 
added that she draws inspiration from places like the 
animals, old stories from around Carcross, Tlingit 
Stories, andher family. 


To close our interview, | asked her what she would say 
toaspiring young artists that are trying to makeitin 
theartistic community, and she had something pretty 
insplring to say, 


“Don't get discouraged, and evenif you do, just keep 
working, Just keep plugging away at it. No-one 
becomes aprofessional overnight, Just keep working 
towards something, y'know? Your work right now Is 
the best work you've ever done, andit'll only continue 
to get better, Just stick with it, Ifno-one has faithin 
youhave faith in yourself.” That's some pretty solid 
advice if you ask me! can only imagine that many 
artists give up too soon, and never get theirname out. 
there, butit’s really reassuring to hear somebody like 
Violet say such positive things. 


Clearly Violet Gatensby is going to spark a positive 
changeinher community. Iknow she already has a 
positive influence on many people. Even outside of my 
family circle, [hear murmurings of Violet's beautiful 
Work: know, for a fact, that she works very hardto do 
what she does. It's inspiring to see such a talented 
artist so ready tomakea change in the world. wish her 
thebest of luckin her artistic endeavours and I'm sure 
thatshe'llreach all of her goals inher field, as a 
Successful Carver and Painter. 
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by Paige Hopkins 


Over the past few years, Canadahas seen epidemic 
levels of overdoses and deaths because of one highly 
potent substance. The agent is odorless, colourless, 
andan amount the size of two grains of salt can kill 
you. It is easily mixed with any type of drug andis 
undetectable with most at home drug tests. 
Something that we may only associate with 
Vancouver's East Hastings can in fact devastatingly 
impact any person, of any standing. It happens to the 
junkies, the hungry ghosts, the dwellers of our 
‘country's underbelly, to gangs, indark alleyways, but 
it also happens to people like me.itis aboogeyman of 
the inner cities, a hovering specter of the party scene, 
waiting to fall onits next victim and suck thespirit 
from their body, Itis called Fentanyl, its family is 
Opiates, and it does not discriminate. 


Opiates are a class of drug that bind to opioid 
receptorsin thebrain. They can be natural or 
synthetic and include such drugs as Morphine, Heroin 
and Codeine. Prescribed primarily for pain 
management, but has also been used for diarrhea 
‘suppression and to treat shortness of breath in 
cancer patients. 


Fentanyl is a synthetic opiate 50 to100 times more 
potent then Morphine. Fentanyl and its even stronger 
analogue carfentanil, are associated with the majority 
of opioid overdoses over the past couple years. 


There area number of factors that make this drug so 
dangerous. Used medically as a painkiller, for extreme 
instances, users havereported euphoria, relaxation 
and feelings akin to sexual climax, Thisinitself isa 
massive problem, because who doesn't want to feel 
g004, like, really good? This coupled with the fact that 
the high lasts less then an hour, makesit very easy to 
dose multiple times a day. 
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As our brains quickly build tolerance to the chemical, more 
Of itisrequired to reach that same feeling. It does not help 
that the reported withdrawal Symptoms: arehideous, 
enforcing physical dependence. Additionally, due to its 
extremely high potency, itis deadly when ingested 
accidentally, 


With over 1,000 deaths attributed to opioid overdoses in 
2017 alone. it has reached epidemic levels. But how has it 
gotten so bad? 


Onealleged factor is the over-prescribing of opiate 
painkillers by doctors that has been occurring Since the 
ey 0's, The sheer amount of easily accessible 
‘substance, coupled with its highly addictive nature, makes: 
for a perilous mix, 


The muchnewer phenomena of fentanyl being used to cut 
or fill out street-level drugs is just as concerning. People 
whouse drugs recreationally, but havenever intentionally 
used opiates, are now at risk of overdose. Especially in 
todays party culture, where the use of certain drugslike 
Ecstasy and LSD are common and not heavily associated 
with catastrophic risk. However, these past few years 
have seen multiple cases of partygoers ingesting tainted 
eee Every pill or line is a gamble that can endin 
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In Yukon, the Opioid Crisis has not yet reached the 
epidemic levels that they have in B.C. anda number of 
organizations are working to keep it that way. There area 
number of resources out there with information on opioids, 
what to do in case of an overdose and available supports 
for youth, When it was first realized that fentany! had made 
its way tothe Yukon, a local first Nation was quick toreact. 


Kwanlin Diin First Nation's website includes a message 
from Chief Doris Bill and information on what are the signs 
of an overdose and the steps to take in the case of suchan 
‘event. More information and support can be foundat the 
KDFN Health Centre by calling (867) 668-7289 or email at 
healthreception@kdfnnet. 

a 


The Department of Education has partnered with Health and Social Services to have informative and open discussions with 
students and the public about drug use, “A fear based approach to substances is not helpful... So our approachis really about... 
giving children the knowledge and the skills that they need so that they canmake healthy decisions. That starts when a child 
enter school.” Liza Manolis, manager of Student Support Services, stated, Schools are implementing several ways to combat the 
crisis. Starting from kindergarten, children areinformed about substances in the home, such as bleach and cleaning products to 
medication and inlater years are taught aboutillicit substances. Naloxone kits are also available in schools, with at least one 
person trained onits use. School counselors can work with students and with their families to direct them to other services tha 
arenot avaiable in schools but are available elsewhere in the community. Health and Social Services have more information at 
knowyoursourceca, or you can call toll free at 1-855-667-5777. ‘ 


The Blood Ties Four Directions Centre sees the direct impact of opiates in their day-to-day work, The work they dois largely 
street-level and aims to empower people to make informed decisions. They offer non-judgmental counseling that is more 
focused on information then abstinence and provide naloxone kits and training. For more information, support or counseling, 
please visit the Centre at 405 Ogilvie Street in Whitehorse, or call 867-663-2437. 


Though there is no shortage of supportsin Whitehorse, it may be difficult for everyone to find the right fit for them. As each 
organization or pacts ‘comes at the issue froma different angle and perhaps different language, there is no one-size-fits-all 
institute, A thorough list of support services can be found at https://www.shakat.ca/survival-guide/. 


Now, despite the dangers and all of the information available to us, it would be delusional to say none of us will ever experiment 
with substances again. That being said, how can we stay safe? First, we have to know the signs of overdose: trouble withor 
shallow 

breathing, severe sleepiness, cold dammy skin, slow heartbeat, and trouble walking or talking. Late signs are unconsciousness, 
no breathing and no heart rate. 


it may sound silly, but come up with a signal or safe word that all your friends know in case of feeling the effects of overdose. 
Lastly, don't doit alone, always have someone with you that can call for help, worst-case scenario, 


So friends, we have the knowledge and the tools to keep at bay this demon besieging our country. Continuing discussions and 
keeping informedare the best weapons against opioid related deaths. We must keep in mind that overdoses can happen to 
anyone, it isa very real risk we take every time, every line and every pill. 


support services can be found at 


https://www.shakat.ca/survival-guide/, 


| was a vegetarian. 


gtos 
Itwas no fling, oh no, In fact, it was the longest commitment of my life, as | stuck with it from age 14 to. 
27. Protect the animals, | thought, How can one possibly eat their animal friends? Though, | will be 
honest, the experience wasn't all visions of giggly piglets and twinkly eyed lambs; sometimes it 
sucked. My choices at restaurants were often limited, *sob*, and! was constantly plagued by fatigue. 


!best get my disclaimer out of the way. | fully endorse vegetarian and vegan diets, but it needs tobe 
executed properly, ideally under medical supervision and advice, If being vegetarian were a contest, 
| would get last place. 


But one day, | had an encounter with alittle sausage that changed my life. A Balkan lamb sausage, to be 
exact, called Cevapcici or Cevapi (pronounced chebapi). | simply had to try it. | would up consuming 
about 10 of them. The effect was immediate: | had energy, | was laughing, my friends said | had colour 
for the first time ever. It was then that | decided | could no longer live as a vegetarian. 


lam sure many of youhave read, watched, or heard the myriad of Vegetarian and Vegan content 
creators on the Internet and know that there is amassive community of them out there. But, when it 
comes to getting good, solid advice about a healthy and sustainable lifestyle devoid of meat, it is best 
to take Social Media with a grain of salt. Accordingly, question everything Isay. As with most things 
thereis a lot of misinformation out there and it is best to talk toa doctor or dietitian. 


That being said, platforms like YouTube and Pinterest are fantastic catalogues for vegetarian and 
vegan recipes. | follow Avant-Garde Vegan, Cheap Lazy Veganand Brothers Eat Green on YouTube 
for their fun and informative videos. 


Though | am neither a medical professional, nor an overconfident Social Media Guru", | want to share 
some of what I learnedin my 12 years of Vegetarianism. 


Leaving Vegan 


by Paige Hopkins 


A varied diet is essential. When I first became a “veggy", my diet mainly consisted of nothing more 
than bread and cereal. This is the quickest way to becomenutrient deficient and hate your life, 
Include all colours of the rainbow! Ha-ay! 


Necessary vitamins such as B12 and amino acids like glutamine are hard to come by in a plant-based 
diet. Good thing you can just go buy them. 


Sometimes it is hard to eat enough. Low-calorie, high fibre foods like raw veggies and lentilstend to 
fill you up faster, making the task of getting enough calories difficult. High-fat vegetables like 
avocados are a great way to fill out any meal. Or, just eat peanut butter out of the jar. 


Protein, protein, protein. This may seem an elusive creature in the average vegetarian diet, but 
believe me, it's there. Tofu is probably one of the best, and most versatile, sources, along with nuts, 
seeds, lentils andbeans. As | always say: “Bean there, nut that.” Ahaha! I'll show myself out... 


Many imitation-meat products are actually pretty good; if anyone wants my recipe for peanut 
butter tofu ribs" hit me up at editor@shakatjournalcom 


If you're an extremely strict lover of animals, then itis good to be aware of animal products present 
innon fooditems. 


Examples include crayons (!#%!?), nail polish, some laundry detergents and, perhaps the most 
heart-breaking of all, beer. 


Now, re-learning to navigate an omnivorous diet has been an obstacle course, to say the least. 
Finding out where your food comes from and the processes that go into making it (mechanically 
separated chicken, anyone?)is surprisingly difficult considering we live in the age of the Internet. 
Ipersonally reached out to a number of large grocers to inquire after their animal product suppliers 
and was told they cannot release that information due to “proprietary reasons”. 


Hmm. It is also not always clear what, if any, environmental and ethical consequences there are to 
current models of food production. Because of this, buying from local farms or hunting your own 
foodis a probably the safest bet if you want to avoid any negative repercussions assodated with 
faulty food production models. Though these are not always viable options for some, it is good to be 
aware. Researchis your friend. 


So, as! bravely eat my way back into omnivorism, | think back to the reason why | chose to embrace 
vegetarian in the first place. Even though | now eat the animals, |ike to think that my food has had a 
happy life. Something about that just tastes better. 


by Caitlin Diakow 


_ Itstarts witha sudden change in movement. Duran 
turns from aslow. intense look at his piece to an 
stantaneous focus on the motion in his hand as he 
lacks away at the yellow cedar, The adze picks up on 
his directions, taking over every ounce of his body in 
the repetitive rhythm he sets his intentions on. Like an 
“overpowering beat of a drum, everything that had been 
crowding his mind releases as he allows this trance to 
take over. All of his thoughts are redirected to the 
process before him, Here hesits, connecting to the 
essence of the wood and creating anew as he reads the 
grain with his eyes andhands. 


Duran Henry is a 34 year oldfrom the Kwaniin Dun First 
Nations. He is from the Tlingit and Southern Tutchone 
First Nations, and amember of the Crow Clan, A 
full-time carver in Whitehorse, he has been in this field 
for 11 years, He is now ahead teacher who visits many 
schools and communities to share his talents, especially 
inthe Yukon, 


Duran mainly focuses on an ancient traditional design, 
with his inspirations coming from pre-colonization 
layouts. "I feel the spirit of the ancestors watching over 
me and sort of guiding me inthe old ways, ‘cause | 
usually get my inspiration from, like, really old pieces 
that are you know, hundreds of years old,” He finds that 
alot of this style is dying out, being replaced with more 
contemporary styles. Like an old photo album, he thinks 
that it’s very important to look at old memories to 
relearn traditions. 


“Each artist has their own definition of traditional’, he 
says—his definition just so happens to have rootsin 
very historical contexts, compared to traditions carried 
by other artists. When Duran is carving non-traditional 
pieces, he bases them on modern music andmovies, or 
as arepresentation of his personal experiences. 
“Sometimes | use some teachings from my father and! 
He became a pilot at the age 20 while attending the UBC to achievean try to put some realism elementsin there. Like, maybe, 
MBA in Finance & Transportation Studies. Upon graduation returned to the Yukon Illtry and, you know, put a background in there like a 
and started Air North in 1977 at the age of 25. Today, Joe is the CEO. and aBoeing mountain scenery, or maybe a tree.” 

captain for the Yukon's airline. He's been a leader and mentor inspiring and believing 

in our people, building successes anddeveloping our potential in the north with 

sustainable and affordable air transportation. He doesn't planto retire anytime soon. 


Calvin Morberg is a Teslin Tlingit. Born into the 
Eagle Clan, his clan crests are that of the Eagle 
and the Killer Whale. He has been carving for 15 
years, beginning around the age of 18 or 19. Calvin 
has always found inspiration in his art community, 
through traditional masks and totem poles. His 
ideas often come from cultural legends, 
potlatches and ceremonies, and other significant 
events. One event-inspired piece was a water 
protector he made during the protests against 
the Dakota Access Pipeline 


Since so much of the traditional artform hadbeen 
wiped out with the banning of potlatches and 
other cultural practices during colonization, alot 
of his focus is based on finding resilience in his 
traditions. “Culture is a way of life,’ he explains. 
Calvin's practice in carving speaks his wholelife 
experience, an opportunity that allowed himto 
travel to places such as China, Russia and Arizona 
for project collaborations. He looks forward to 
leaving a legacy that will last, maybe even 500 
years from now. His artis a way of healing, 
helping him in connecting to his roots. Through 
this he takes on arole, reaching out through his 
culture and showing young people how to turn. 
towards arts and tradition as a way to better 
themselves. This has been a great influence on his 
year old son, who sometimes transfers and 
traces drawings to contribute, He is also delving. 
into drawing and designing on his own terms. 


Angel Hall is a Carver and a musician who comes 
from a British-based Canadian family. She began 
her passion for carving shortly after moving to 
Yukon, by responding to an ad put out by Sundog, 
Carving Studios, who were offering a very open 
yet indigenous-based program. 


www flyairnorth.com 


Atone point in her life Angel had gone to university, where 
she took a course in First Nations Studies. Transitioning from 
that education into the carving program challenged her 
attitude towards cultural appropriation at first. Because she 
didn't want to impose on cultural artforms, her original 
reaction was to refuse when given the opportunity to 
expand withindigenous carving. This was taken the wrong 
way by some of the carvers. “Ihad never planned to like, do 
indigenous ert; | dicn't plan on doing formline. | planned on 
learning it inthe program and then doing my own thing. | 
didn't plan on falling in love with formline, which | did.” ‘with 
enough reassurance from fellow indigenous carvers, Angel 
decided to continue working with them. “After that, felt 
very invitedto do this coastal art form. The Tlingit guys there 
made it very clear to me that | was invited to do the art 
form." Her work usually begins with a spontaneous idea, 
eventually evolving into the outcome of her piece. 
“Personally all | do is decide like what symbol or thing 'm 
going to carve, andthen from there | just carve and usually it 
‘surprises me what comes out in the end.” She considers her 
creations tobe a way of channeling energy through her, 
rather than her coming up with the ideas. 


Allthree carvers brought up how important their state of 
minds when they are working on their art. Duran talked 
about how he has created some pieces that give off a 
contrasting energy or emotion from the way they look, and 
how you can feel it by just touching them. When! was visiting 
the studio one day, he and Calvin emphasized how the wood 
absorbs energy as they work ontheir piece. “Yellow cedar 
and red cedar are sort of energy conductors, | guess | could 
say. They absorb energy,” Duran explained, Because of this, 
they all make sure to bein a good mindset when they are 
working by clearing their minds. Duran keeps his energy 
positive andlight through methods such as writing down and 
burning bad thoughts, listening to metal music, and taking 
canoe trips, Angel has a routine of cleaning off her space 
before she starts working, for this same reason, 


Whenit comes to creating anew piece, each artist begins ina 
different way. For Calvin, this sometimes begins by 
harvesting the tree himself. He begins by cutting down the 
tree he has chosento use while giving an offering of tobacco. 
The tree gives its life force, and he brings it to life with song 


To adhere tothe ‘made in the Yukon’ label, over shipping wood 
in, he prefers to collect local birch. “It's abetter representation 
of my art”, he claims. He feels a connection to the spirit of the 
wood through his practices, with the understanding that 
“everything has a spirit”. Angel's connection totrees ties in 
similarly to this perspective. She believes that trees haveno 
separate consciousness, and that their consciousnessis heldin 
the moisture of the wood. As longas there's still water in the 
wood, she feels that the essence of the trees still present, She 
also talks about how woodhas different medicinal properties. 


These properties are revealed during her carving practice, ’ 


explaining how one kind of thuja, yellow cedar in English, is an 
antifungal, antibacterial, oil-rich wood, 


She said there is a such thing as “too much medicine” when 
working withsome woods, After too long a time working with 
thuja, she developed a histamine reaction to the oils inthe 
wood, one of the few negative reactions she has experienced 
asa carver. “To beacarver you kind of have to ignore the 
medicinal aspects of the wood, because otherwise you'dbe 
like, ‘Well, I've had too much of this medicine,’ and you don't 
finish your carving.” The thuya, red cedar, is often very 
splintery. “If you geta splinter from red cedar andleave it in 
your hand will just puff up and get infected really easily. It's got 
like some pathogens i Angel shares. 


‘After taking her experiences into consideration, | realized how 
difficult it must be to know how to work with the wood, even 
just to decrease thenumber of splinters takes to finish a 
piece. For this | decided to go back to my conversations with 
Duran, who spoke often about how he “reads the grain” of the 
wood, “I could best describe it to petting a dog, because when 
you're petting a dog you'renever going to go against the 
grain.” | chuckled at this analogy. "if you go against the grain on 
one cut it will tear or fray, and when you go with the grain the 
Cut will go into a smooth sort of flow, and the chip will curl," he 
shared. | noticed this curling effect whenhe was carving in 
front of mea few times, thinking back toit. "But working with 
wood and you know, feeling the grain of the wood come 
through as I'm carving, it gives me an idea about depth and 
perspective.” He gave me a detailed explanation about how he 
usually focuses on shadows for his work, in order to get anidea 
of how to make the shapes and effects he is looking for. "As! 
carve deeper and deeper, it's usually the shadows that | sort of 
go by.” Another way that he described this was that he is 
carving the shadows out of the piece, using depth in 
perspective, "A lot of deep carving will bring out alot of heavy 
shadow, and light carving will bring out, you know, not very 


much shadow.” At one point, | asked himif the shavings falling i 


off of his piece had any symbolic meanings to him. After 
thinking in depth, hecame back with a clear answer. "I guess 
the wood chips represent cutting away the pieces that you 
don't need in order to bring out the piece that you want to 
bring to life. It's kind of like taking away the negative inorder to 
bring out the positive.” 


Becauseof hearing such symbolic representations in what Duran 
had to share, my curiosity increased. This brought me back to when 
Calvin explained the meanings of some of the designs, colours, and 
animal symbolsin his work, As he and Duran had been working ona 
box design together, he explained how black was sometimes said to 
represent the skeleton of the design, and red to symbolize the blood, 
He also pointed out the salmon head ovoids in the four corners of the 
piece, sharing how they would usually be incorporated with animals 
that are connected to them. Two examples of this are bears and 
eagles, because they eat salmon. He also told me about how animals 
have many different meanings, sharing that he sees the Eagle as a 
symbol of the Spirits of Ancestors, Considering he was born into the 
Eagle Clan, it was great to hear his perspective on this. Hearing a 
brief explanation of everything made it much easier to see the 
meaningin the art. 


Ihave always been very interested in First Nations culture. However, 
being non-indigenoushas always madeit feel like a struggle to 
integrate myself in the teachings ina non-imposing way. When! 
spoke with Angel, it opened my mind up to some new ways of 
looking at it, "Everybody wants to learn how to get along now and 
integrate and honor each other, but there's a lot of understandable 
hurt feelings because things haven't changed enough yet, like we're 
still in an oppressive society,” she said, Wechatted about the 
impacts of European colonization and residential schools on the 
indigenous communities. “[The European culture doesn't] havelike, 
similar healing that needs to happen in the indigenous community,” 
she said, as a Way to clarify that we all have different lost parts of our 
culture from traumas in our separate societal upbringings. Angel 
mentioned how she believes, if anything, that theFirst Nations 
culture is helping her to heal, whereas it's constantly portrayed the 
other way around, “These guys are helping me toheal, she says 
about her indigenous coworkers. "I don't know very many other 
people who have that kind of ability to continually welcome me 
home, Every time; no matter how poorly I've behaved.” 


When it comes down to the depths of understanding our world, we 
all bring unique perspectives to the table. These three artists are fine 
representations of that notion, showing how we all express 
ourselves with different methods of thought and form. | have always 
viewed art as away to heal ourselves through self-expression. 
Taking that way of thinking into consideration, it should be said that 
this expression doesn't always come in obvious ways. As | 
mentioned earlier, theartists usually release bad energy in various 
ways as part of their routines before beginning carving. Maybeif we 
focused on our self care in similar practices, it could provide release 
when needed, allowing us to realign with ourselves, 


Angel shared with me that when she's working ona mask, there's a 
certain point as she's finishing where she feels its consciousness 
comeinto existence, The magic that happens behind thescenes of 
these creations manifests a spirit of healing in these beautiful 
rooted faces. 


By day, the town of Whitehorse 
is coated in a layer of something 
resembling beauty. 


\e snow falls, covering the environment inits lovingly 


crafted flakes, Gainfully employed citizens commute to 


ant from their jobs, breathing in the crisp air and 
enjoyingit while it lasts, before eventually being safely 


enscgnced within a comfortably-heated building, one 
“Taga always bethere to shelter them from 


the envifehment, from harm, But what lies between all 


that? What do you see when you look past therotating 


gears ofa town in full motion? Past the breadwinners 


and labourers with money in the bank and roofs over 
4heir heads? Who do yousee? 


Existing between the cracks of modern society are 
those without ahome to call their own. The ones who 
spend their days begging for spare change and 
searching for a place to safely lay their head at night. 
Maybe it's because of a simplelack of income. Perhaps 
they are still impacted by residential schools or were 
victims of domestic abuse, or even sexual assault, 
inflicted upon them by parents and/or relatives. Either 
way, they have nowhere else to turn. And the 
homelessness epidemic may be affecting youth most 
of all, 


According to Without A Home: The National Youth 
Homelessness Survey—a publication put together by 
Stephen Gaetz, Bill O'Grady, Sean Kidd and Kaitlin 
Schwan—anywhere between thirty and forty 
thousand youth between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty-four experience episodes of homelessness 
throughout the year. 


“We have more youth who are outside year-round,” 
says Jack Bogaard, who serves as the 
lived-experience advisor at the Safe At Home Working 
Group, “And so...The numbers are starting to become 
staggeringly high. And people do not want tolisten. Or 
hear it. Or see it. Or feel it, Because they don't want to 
deal with it; they want someone else to deal with it. 
Pass the buck, that's what it is, just pass the buck to 
someone else. It goes around and around andnothing 
gets solved, |want to see the four governments that 
we work with come together, seriously sit down and 
have a good talk about what are we going to do, how 
can we make a change here in Whitehorse, We have to 
look at where are we gonna place these people. 


by Sugler Isaac 


“We've got people with addictions, we've got people 
with mental health problems, we've got people with 
all kinds of misfortunes in their lives, that don't have 
opportunity because they have given up on 
themselves and they just need a hand to lead them.” 


Here in town, several places such as the Salvation 
Army have spent decades doing what they can to 
combat homelessness. But the techniques utilized by 
the Salvation Army are not to everyone's liking. 
“The Salvation Army does not help,” claims Bogaard, 
“They abuse [homeless people] mentally, and don't 
even hesitate to starve them. | know of people who 
aren't even allowed to eat in there. Cut off for life. 
Now, how is that possible, to be cut off for life from 
the Salvation Army? “I fought that. And the day | 
fought that is the day | went to jail,” 


Ellen Vance-Duchesne is the executive assistant to 
Chief Doris Bill of Kwanlin Dun First Nation and is 
responsible for the Vulnerable People at Risk file. 
“These temporary shelters are not helping anyone 
move forward. They give you a bed for the night, and 
then you're back on the street by day. That is a 
concern. We get frustrated when we see our citizens 
have to wait until 11:30 to get into the shelter and it's 
thirty below outside. Somebody's going to freeze to 
death. 


Under Whitehorse’ Snowy Clean Blanket 


“The Salvation Army currently has no programming. 
We want something with programming bringing 
meaningful resolution and helps individuals move 
ahead in their lives... “| am sure we are not the only 
ones concerned with the new facility. Not much has 
changed from the old facility. Of course we are glad 
that have a place to sleep for those nights when 
peopleneedto sleep there, but they'renot doingitina 
meaningful way.” 


It's fair to say that the homeless are the most 
marginalized members of our population, and one of 
the major problems that the homelessness 
population is faced with is the issue of stigmatization. 
“There's a real stigma to homelessness," says Jeremy 
Linville, who has witnessed poverty from a young 
age, “The people you see down by the river are never 
going to be able to walk into Superstore and get ajob. 
The manager will take one look at themand tell them 
to get out. 


“We could help these people, but as a society we 
choose not to. You gotta see these people as people, 
not just bums." They are human beingsfirst. And just 
like everyone else, they have a story all their own. 


THE MILLENNIAL THE MILLENNIAL / 
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Turning up the Volume 


Of Yukons Untold Stories 4. Katherine LeBlanc 


In 1999 Eileen Vance-Duchesne published an article 
about Kate Carmack’s untold story in a publication 
entitled Our Home. Having listened to Elders explain 
that the true discoverer of the gold, catalyzing the 
Klondike gold rush, was in fact Kate Carmack and not 
her husband George Carmack, Eileen decided this story 
needed tobe told. “It really tore at my heart, for a 
woman that was on the same journey as them, that 
struggled the same struggles as them , for her to not 
get her appropriate recognition.” When| sat down with 
Eileen this past month itbecame clear tome she has a 
passion for raising attention to the stories of people 
who are typically swept under the rug. But this 
hardworking woman isn't just talking about stories 
from the past; she's breathing new life into them and 
carrying forward stories that are happening right now 
while working as Executive Assistant to Chief Doris Bill. 


The Journal OurHome was created by Eileen and 2 
friends after Dannzha (or the Yukon Indian news) had 
to close their doors. Eileen worked for the Yukon Indian 
news right out of college where she started out as the 
office manager and worked her way up to executive 
director in two years. She ran the organization for 9 
years until the funding was cut. Just as she is seeing in 
Shakat today, staff had bonded, they worked long 
hours, stuck together and they didn't want to close. 
This is why the revitalization of the Shakat Journal (the 
Dannzha's summer edition) is so dear to her heart. 
“That is one of the publications that I lead and to see the 
young people pick that up and carry it forward and 
make it their own, it took me to atime in my history 
that | thought was completely over. It tore my heart 
when Ihad to walk away from that project but to see it 
being picked up and held up by the youth now, my heart 
was so full. You guys took me to anew place.” 


Yukon Indian news was also where Eileen first heard of 
residential schools. When she was growing Up her 
father kepther separate from the community. "Inever 
understood why", she says. It wasn’tuntil she found a 
tape by Northern Native Broadcasting, Mission School 
Syndrome, that she even knew it had happened, let 
alone to her father. 


“| was quite touched by it," she says, "did this reelly 
happen?" She got a copy of the video and took ithome. 
When her dad came to visit she asked if he would mind 
watchingit with her. 


“You could tell he was quite sombre about the whole 
thing, he was holding himselfin. And then when the video 
was over! had to ask him, straight up, ‘did this happen to 
you?’ And that's when| found out my dad was a 
residential school survivor. | had noidea, Itgave us a 
better understanding of why some of the thingsthat 
happened in our family did, We weren't as close as we 
could have been but then my dad didn't know how to 
parent either. He tried his best and he tried his best to 
keep us away from the communities for fear that we 
may go througha similar situatior 


Through co-workers and friends Eileen was exposed to 
what was happening in the communities, There was 
some "bad treatment of First Nations people," she says. 
“They weren't included, it was all about getting th 

away and condemning them from what was theirs.” 
Shortly after, she recalls beginning to see a movement 
towards reconciliation, The 94 Calls to Action laid out by 
Justice Sinclair marked a turning point for these efforts, 
Most importantly though, Eileen says reconciliationis 
being andmust continue to be lead by our young people. 
Speaking specifically about Shakat, Eileensays, ‘Every 
project that I've seen you do so far is reconciliation. 


— rm wot 
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if anybody is going to make a difference ” 
it's going to be the young people. 


It's allinclusive. It doesn't matter where youcome from, you want to learn from each other.” And this is 
why sheis pouring into the youth. “Times have changed," she says, “if anybody is going tomakea 
difference it's going to be the young people.” When the Kwanlin Dun youth advisory committee to council 
expressed interest in around table Eileen wasn't surprised, at this point, whenit grew intoa full blown 
Town Hall. To see elected officials come to the table with youth, To see young people raise their voice 
now, share their concerns and define their own futures is exactly the kind of thing she has worked so 
many years to foster. 


"| think it's very important as adults that we don't impose our views and judgments on you because 
they're ours and it comes from our own baggage. You don't need to be carrying that for us. Istrongly 
encourage you to do your own thing, create your own opinions about stuff. You weren't born to pass 
judgment on people, you've learned that. | just want to inspire the young people to think for themselves 
in apositive way, communicating your opinion positively. | think you guys are leading the way. ” 


To read more about Eileen Vance-Duchense’s journey and other women 
making a difference in their communities check out www.shakat.ca 


Yukon's Quest 


by Giver Gotershy FOP Frozen Treats 


Alittle bit over a decade ago, Yukon lost a monarch. 
A frozen dairy monarch, to be exact. I'm not sure of 
the exact dates, but at some point in the mid 2000's 
Whitehorse's branch of Dairy Queen shut down. 
Children were crying to their mothers: "Mommy, | 
want lIce cream’ but their mothers could not oblige. 
How could they? There waspanicin the streets, and 
Whitehorse fell into chaos. 


That mostly happened in my head actually, although, 
at the time believe it was the only ice cream storein 
town, so Whitehorse should have fell into mass 
pannick. But, our dear DQ is gone nonetheless. 


Atsome point | started a Facebook page called "The 
Whitehorse Dairy Queen Project". Some people 
thought it was actually DQ calling out to see if people 
wanted them to comeback, others shared what 
frozen treats they missed. In any case, my page got 
overwhelming support, with hundreds of likes and 
shares. | shut that page down a while ago, but that 
got me thinking; You always hear rumors that Dairy 
Queen is coming back, but does anybody actually 
care? My Facebook page was one thing, but lmay 
have been lucky by getting all of the fans. Does it 
really matter though? There are still places around 
the territory to get good frozen treats, so has the 
need for DQ been put on the back burner? 


| became determined and fortunately, through 
Shakat, I can get an answer. 

ll go with my opinion first. Personally, |think that 
Lil's place, the 50's themed diner from afew years 
back, had the potential to be a good replacement, but 
they shut down too, Ihave positive memories from 
Dairy Queen though, like when I cried because they 
had no Digimon toys left so the manager gave me 
the one they hadin the display case. That was fun. 
So, | wouldlove to have Dairy Queen back, That's 
why Istarted this whole thing. | miss the sundaes 
and Dilly Bars. Please. 


Apparently, linherited my preference in frozen 
treats, When | called out on Facebook, my own 
Mother, Teresa Waugh, replied “Bring back DQ!| 
miss the Blizzards! | miss the Dilly Bar! | miss the ice 
cream cakes!!! miss DQ! Lol" clearly the apple 
doesn't fall far from the tree. 


Kaelin Parker seems to think DQ wouldbe a good 
think to bring back. With several ‘Thumbs up. 
emojis', included in her comment (technologyis 
wild), Kaelin exclaims that "we need more varieties 
of good ice-creams", and | can sympathize with 
her. The only Ice-cream availability in downtown 
Whitehorse are Mcdonalds, and the Marble Slab. 
There are usually only a handful of frozen treat 
venues in the communities, and they aren't always 
open year-round. | like their ice-cream as much as 
the next guy, but I seriously think that Dairy Queen 
should be brought back. 


“My childhood heart says yes” states Teagyn 
Vallevand. “| remember going there when! was 
little andit was awesome! | never understood why 
it closed in the first place. It wouldbe great if it 
came back, because then | could have DQin the 
home territory instead of when I'm visiting other 
places like Vancouver or wherever.” What does 
somebody who didn't grow up all the way in the 
Yukon have to say? Aurora Hardy livedin Alberta 
for the majority of her childhood, but she lives here 
now so! reached out toher.""Yes!So, on onehand, 
people of Whitehorse don't need yet another chain 
restaurant coming in, exploiting resources, 
creating more health problems. On the other, 
Peanut Buster Parfait is a blessup"| have noidea 
what a"blessup"'is, but she obviously wants it 
back. No health issue can sway the true desire for 
chocolate coated frosty dairy desserts in any 
Yukoner’s heart. 


f f | hope.this message causes a 


rift intimé and space, and 
through some kind of scien 
stuff, a new Dairy Queen wil 
show up, and the-Yukon will 


Rejoice! _ yy 


| was quite surprised at the result of this 
experiment. | reached out on social media both 
through a post and through direct message, to see 
where Whitehorse stands on theissue. It was 
honestly one of my most popular posts. | don't 
know if I'm just boring, or if us Northerners have 
been deprived of what weneed for way too long. 


There were several comments on my post with 
touching stories and of memories. Some people 
remember DQ through a very nostalgic pair of 
glasses, Memories were shared of parents taking 
their kids out for dessert, and bringing ice cream to 
class. All of them are very tmoving stories, but due 
to the “massive" response | got, | could not include 
all of them in their fullest. 


hope this message causes a rift in time and space, 
and through some kind of sciency stuff, anew Dairy 
Queen will show up, and the Yukon will rejoice. It's 
obvious that having a Dairy Queen back would 
cause very positive change in people's minds (not 
necessarily for their health), That being said, 
through my personal experience and exhaustive 
research, | think it's pretty safe to say that the 
people of the north want DQ back. 


Whitehorse's Secret Industry 


Aperson, starving and homeless, will do anything 
to survive, But what do you trade when you have 
nothing to give? For women and a few men, their 
sexuality is all they have left. The sex tradein 
Whitehorse is a clandestine industry with a 
definite dark side. Not only is it a largely 
unrecognized problem, but it is far more common 
than people expect. Only once! had been given 
information about the sex trade in town did | 
realized how muchis hidden from the public. To 
clarify, the sex trade itself is not a bad thing. In 
fact, there are some sex trade workers who are 
in control of their own business and are pleased 
with having an easy way to make good money. 
The darker side of the sex trade appears when. 
people are trafficked. The definition of trafficking 


can seem very vague and will be explored furthur. 


Then, when the sex workers attempt to seek 
help, they find themselves confronted with the 
unfortunate truth; the sex trade has always been 
an extremely stigmatized andundesirable 
conversation topic. Finding help becomes all the 
more difficult, despite the service workers 
efforts. Nonetheless, to solve a problem, you 
have to unearth the roots; in this case, poverty, 
homelessness and stigmatization. Since the 
Whitehorse sex trade is so unknown to many 
people, its hard to start fixing some areas when 
you have noidea where to start. 


Bringing the sex trade and sex trafficking into 
awareness of the general population will 
definitely cause some shock, When | was put in 
charge of this topic, | had absolutely no idea of the 
extent and seriousness of theindustry. It is 
certain that unless awarenessis brought to this 
issue, circumstances for sex trade workers will 
never get better. After chatting with service 
workers, they agreed with me. Although, 
anonymity must be kept for protection, it does 
not make their opinions less valuable. 


The sex industry can have anintense effect on the 
health and well-being of some of the workers as well. 
Along with the negative effect sex trade can possibly 
have onmental health, comes the physical side. 
Some Johns can be violent and manipulative, and 
although women look out for each other and give 
warnings about bad customers, it doesn't always 
work, Even if a customer has been good before, they 
might turn ugly at any time, possibly inflicting 
physical violence or even threats. Women who work 
inthe sex trade face this hazard every time they doa 
job. Thisuncertainty is a big problem. |believe that 
the women can only take so much abuse before their 
spirits break, 


One of the ways women get sucked into an abusive 
sex trade business is by emotional manipulation. The 
pimps, sometimes the woman's boyfriend or drug. 
dealer, create a false sense of love and belonging for 
the woman, Desperate for love and appreciation, the 
womanis slowly draggedinto the trap out of love for 
her partner. Although people occasionally 
underestimate it the power of it, the need to be loved 
is something we all share. On the street, ina 
desperate survival situation, the urge to beloved 
would only be magnified. 


Inan effort to understand the difference between 
sex trade and sex trafficking, we can take into 
account emotional manipulation and the element of 
choice. Sex trade is merely the industry of giving sex 
in an exchange. The definition of human trafficking is 
the use of fraud, coercionand/or force to exploit a 
person for sexual services, Also, any minor who is 
induced to perform sexual services is automatically 
considered tohave been trafficked. All four of these 
means can apply to pimps, which greatly expands the 
spectrum of human trafficking in Whitehorse, 
Women may not understand the boundaries 
between talking and coercion, or encouragement and 
force. This is when sexual trafficking becomes hard 
tostop. Women may feel trapped in a web of 
poverty, addiction, and a lack of housing that makes 
it tricky for law enforcement tohelp. 


because of addiction problems, and the 
revious criminalization of sexual services, many 
men will Not Want to talk to law enforcement. If 
en to be “ratting out” other pimps or sex 


> “worker: their lives may be in danger. This is where 
si 


ervices come into play. Services like Blood 

ur Directions, Victoria Falkner’s Women, 
enter and Kaushee’s Place are there to help women 
‘atrisk, Unfortunately, a few sex trade workers say 

- that toctasionally racial discrimination occurs when 

ie sy seek help from service providers. They report 
that sometimes. if they are high or drunk, they may 
beturnedaway. evenif thisis when they are most at 


tisk. Theyremind us that a victim of sex trafficking 


_ Maynothaye much time. | was shocked by the harsh 
reality where even a minute could mean life or death 
forsomeone, However, service workers cannot be 


represented by a few individual, unpolished moments. 


They do work very hard to help people at risk in any 
‘Way they can. Interestingly enough, there is not a 
place specifically builtto shelter sex trade workers or 
‘sex trafficking victims, so service workers must try 
their best to accommodate their needs. 


Even though the services available may not be the 
first choice for some sex workers, it cannot be denied 
that they are needed, Many sex workers have 
addictions, be it alcohol or drugs, This substance 
abuse hasits own way of controlling the person, Not 
only are they addicted and would need assistance to 
quit, but the supplier also exerts control over themby 
controlling their access to drugs, A sex workers 

“boyfriendor partner may also be their pimp and drug 
dealer. From my point of view, that situation seems 
practically impossible to escape. 


How do you escape your pimp and your addiction 
without endangering yourself? It is at that stage 
where detox and rehab programs become very 
useful. However, because of thenegative way some 
women feel that they are treated at those 
programs, they may not take advantage of these 
services, Perhaps if the sex industry was easier to 
talk about andnot such a taboo subject, there might 
be more communication between the sex workers 
and the service workers about what they really 
need. 


Based on what I've learned, | firmly believe that the 
sex industry needs to have more awareness 
brought to it. One of the best ways to help people 
that are involved in sex trafficking is to make 
society aware of whatis going on. Then people will 
be more involved and potentially more available to 
help out. Even still, an anonymous sex worker 
quoted to a health care worker when interviewed, "I 
think everybody's helping, they just don't know it.” If 
this is true, awareness of the sex trade will only help 
more to improve thelives of women in the sex trade 
and prevent trafficking. With more communication 
between sex workers and organizations, there may 
cone day be a safe place for sex workers torest. 
recover and get help. After all, how can we start to 
reduce the harm to women and solve the problem of 
sex trafficking if we hardly even acknowledge it? 
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r by Cassis Lindsay 


As we pass through the tumultuous journey that 
is life, we constantly fight off monsters of all 
shapes and sizes. We are constantly plagued by 
feelings of depression, anger and despair. Some 
manage to fight them off alittle easier than 
others, but everyone can do with a bit of help. 
This is why the Medallions of Hope were created. 


linking of the people who need alittle more 
inspiration in their lives, these tokens were made 


for the sole purpose of helping out. In the coming 


Weeks, a myriad of handcrafted medallions will 
lecorate the trees by the riverfront and other 
es around town. Each medallion will carry this 
nessage: someone cares. 


Eachmedallion has an abundance of good energy 
and thought put into it. Firstly, they were 
designed for the totally selfless act of helping 
others. Then, they were made and painted by 
hand. Finally, during Canada Day, compassionate 
members of the public wrote special messages 
onlittle slips of paper. The messages were rolled 
up and placed in the medallions. The desired result 
being, anyone who unfolds the scroll of paper will 
sense the power and care of the community in 
that little object. 


When the snow melts and people start to gather 
in places around town, they will come across the 
medallions. Many of these people have had a 
rougher journey then |, and have a high rate of 
drug abuse, alcoholism and premature death. The 
goal of the medallions is to help reduce some of 
the negative aspects of their lives. A caring 
message like the ones written on the disks might 
beallit takes to inspire a change. A small scroll of 
Paper containing the message will be rolled up 
and placed in the medallion. Engraved on the 
surface of each cirde is the phrase. "We ask the 
great spirit tolook over our first peoples.” With 
the hope that the people who read them will 
know that someone is watching over them and 
caring. A simple message could change lives. 


These medallions will become a safe haven. To 
someone whois thinking dark thoughts, a 
kind-hearted phrase becomes a spark of light, 
clearing up the darkness. Once the brightly 
coloured disks adorn the trees, impossible to 
miss, | know that people will feel support. 
Sometimes, just knowing someone caresis all 
you need. 


“Along time ago, ina galaxy far far away”... 
countless pop-culture fans have debated on which 
sci-fi space film franchise best represents the 
egregiously popular genre. That's right, I'm talking 
about “Star Wars" and “Star Trek". Ever since the 
release of George Lucas’s "Star Wars", therehave 
been countless arguments as to which of the two 
“Star" franchises are better, and |, Alexander 
“Aqualink” Gatensby, intend to find the answer. The 
first thing youneed to know before reading on this 
topic, is that although on the surface, the argument 
might seem just like a school-ground “my dad could 
beat up your dad" but, | assure you thatit is much 
more than that. Andm no outsider to the Pop Culture 
Geek community; | went tothe Deadpool premiere in 
theatres dressed up as the “Merc with a Mouth” 
himself. 


At their core, Star Wars and Star Trek are both great 
shows. They are both exceptionally entertaining, and | 
wouldn't reject the chance to watch either. When | 
was small, the Star Wars Prequels were coming out. | 
know, I know: They are the worst of the series, but 
when | watch them, I can't help but feel an 
overwhelming sense of nostalgia, 


The Phantom Menace came out when | was only two. 
years old, so! grew up watching the epic Darth Maul 
light-saber duel, | was of course also introduced to the 
original trilogy, which has aged well, and! went to see 
) Episode VII in Theatres. | was alsojust recently shown 
“* Star Trek the original Series, and even though the 
visual effects are a bit x 


hmer 
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dated, that does not take away from the fact 
that itis a totally ‘binge-worthy' TV series. llove 
it. love the characters, the setting, the 
concept... All of it. have only seen a couple 
episodes so far, but | am definitely not stoping 
there. 


Eventhough | have watched both Star Trek and 
Star Wars, | still feel as though, if it were up to 
me, lam completely biassed towards Star Wars 
being the better of the two, Just the fact that | 
grewup with itis a bit unfair. Ihave only 
watched a handful of 'Trek episodes, solamno. 
authority on the subject, That is why | decided to 
go straight to thereal fans at Yukomicon and on, 
social media, Myself and four colleagues have 
asked fans of both series! which they prefer and 
why: 


Before diving into the debate, it isimportant to 
establish some differences between the two 
franchises. From the outside, they might seem 
the same, | mean, they both have “star” inthe 
title, and they both take placein space. But apart 
from the titles, and setting, there really aren't a 
whole lot of similarities between the two. Star 
Warsis based around amovie franchise, with 
some Television adaptations, and Star Trek is 
the other way around. In my views, Star Trek 
basesit's plot around moral lessons whereas 
Star Wars is based more around in-universe 
political views and supernatural abilities, 


obviously am not going to write down everything 
if everybody says, so I've compiled the best points right 
here in my own words, 


Why Star Wars is Better: 


Star Wars has stood to the tests of time well. Every light-saber fight is incredibly captivating, and will 
have any first time viewer on the edge of their seat. 


Ithas astellar plot, and cool abilities, Fans of Star Wars have said they prefer it over Star Trek because 
Star Trek is more about Rules, Logic, and morals than anything. 


Star Wars isless realistic than Star Trek, but that's what makes it so great. Some people just want to 
see other people shoot laser-guns, and swing laser swords without an explanation of how it all works. 
That suspension from reality makes Star Wars more timeless, 


The characters are incredible in Star Wars, and the costume design even more so (especially for a 
Movie Series which startedin the 70's). 


Star Wars has an awesome soundtrack and theme song whichis recognized everywhere. (Personal 
Note; A couple years ago, | was part of the All City Band of Whitehorse, and we played an arrangement 
of Star Wars music. When we played it, | cried.) 


Star Trek's newer movies, have also started tomove towards what Star Warsis like, which doesn't 
really fit. Sure casual movie-goers might love them, but hardcore fans not so much. Star Trek was all 
about putting off violence until they absolutely had to, but now in the modern movies, itseems like 
their first course of action. 


Darth Vader, Enough Said. 
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Why Star Trek is Better: 


Star Trek is a classic. It presents a more plausible future for the human race. 
Star Trek has amore positive outlook on humanity in the future 


The moral tests are more relatable, and probably resonate a bit more with your average viewer. Star 
Trek also managed to take topical subjects for each shows time, and present them being solvedina 
futuristic setting, 


Star Wars may have some cool alien life, but Star Trek has just as many, if not more. (Also Star Wars 
has Jar Jar Binks... so yeah... 


Star Trek also has consistently good" episodes, and if one isn't good, they have many more to make 
up for it. Star Wars only has 7 movies (with an eighth and ninth to come) and three of them are 
unanimously disliked by even the most hardcore fans. 


Star wars has many spin-off TV show and comics, and books, but as of afew years ago, none of that is 
canon (none of itreally happened in the story-line) even though a lot of those “spin-offs” explained 
things perfectly well. Star Trek, stays true to it's branching timelines, and most of it's content, whichis 
one-up on Star Warsas far as |'m concerned. 


Looking back at the history of Star Trek, and it’s many different shows, there really is a version of Star 
Trek for everybody. There's the Original Series, The Next Generation, Deep Space 9, the Animated 
series... well theres a lot. So if you don't like one of them, chances are that you're going to like another. 


Lots of fans came to hang out with us and share what they thought about Star Trek and 
Star Wars, and now we finally have our result. The poll was close though, really close. 
Some people couldn't even choose between the two! In the end, we tallied up the votes... 
and Star Wars is the winner! 


Maybe it’s the cool villains, or naybe it's the variety of other interesting characters, or 
maybe it’s just that people don't like William Shatner (No seriously, people put that down. 
as to why Star Wars was better) but Star Wars pulled through as the Yukon's preferred 
“Star” Series, Pop Culture Fans have Spoken! ‘ \ 


Thanks to all who participated! 
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‘The Milennial Negaphane is for the CREATIVES, & vessie for your VOICE, 
‘t's the GALLERY for your heart, the Home beyond the aley and street, 
Gat heard... Speak.... and be the CHANGE. www.shakatjoiinal.com 
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HISTORY OF THE 
SHAKAT JOURNAL 


STARTING IN THE 1970S YE SATO COMMUNICATIONS, A NON PROFIT 
‘ORGANIZATION, WAS THE PUBLISHER OF SEVERAL FIRST NATION 
INCLUDING: YUKON INDIAN NEWS, THE SHAKAT JOURNAL, AND DANZHA. IN 
ADDITION NORTHERN NATIVE BI ING ALSO OPERATED CHON FM AND. 
NEDAA TELEVISION STATION AT THAT TIME, YOUTH RAN THE YE SA TO 
PUBLICATIONS AND ELDERS OPERATED THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 


THE SHAKAT JOURNAL WAS A SPECIAL SUMMER TOURISM EDITION THAT WAS: 
Co iscsi NS 
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ais aR cae oct Ts 
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SELF-SUSTAINING PUBLICATIONS OPERATED BY YE SA TO COMMUNICATIONS, THE 
PUBLICATION RAN FROM 1980 TO 1991 AND WAS RELEASED ONCE A YEAR DURING 
‘THE SUMMER. OVER THE YEARS CIRCULATION GREW FROM 10,000 TO 30,000 


WHEN FEDERAL FUNDING SHIFTED YE SA TO STRUGGLED FROM HIGH OVERHEAD 
COSTS AND WAS FORCED TO SHUT ITS DOORS, TAKING WITH IT THE VOICES, 
REFLECTIONS AND OPINIONS OF OUR FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE. NEDAA TVALSO. 
SHUT ITS DOORS IN THE EARLY 20005. TODAY ONLY NORTHERN NATIVE 
BROADCASTING'S CHON FM AND APTN HAVE A PRESENCE IN THE YUKON WITH. 
SOME FIRST NATIONS FOCUSED PRODUCTION FROM CBC RADIO SUCH AS THE 
GWITCH'IN HOUR. WHILE THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE RECOGNIZED FOR SHARING 
FIRST NATIONS STORIES, PERSPECTIVES AND NEWS, THERE IS A NOTABLE LACK OF 
YOUTH VOICES IN THESE PUBLICATIONS. 
AFTER 25 YEARS THE REVIVAL OF A LOST VOICE KGNITES, THE SMOKE CLEARS, AND A 
NEW GERNERATION WILL HAVE OPORTUNITY TO EMMERSE IN THEIR CREATIVE 
‘SELVES AND BE PROUD OF A WORLD LEFT TO THEM BY GENERATION X* 


42 THE NEW PUBLISHER AND PROGRAMS ASSOCIATED WITH SHAKAT ARE HELD DOWN 
AT THE INNERVIBE COMMUNITY ART STUDIO ON OGILVIE STREET 


CELEBRATING MEDIA ARTS EDUCATION 
PHONE: 867 633.9687 | WWW YOI(THOFTODAYSOCIETY.COM 


